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E N Q U IR V 


Whether Catholics be obliged by their principles 
to keep faith with hereticks; wherem are ful- 


y examined, the arguments uſually alledged in 


ſupport of the accuſation againſt them, of per 
ſlay to hereticks on principle, * 


OME few days after the publication of the Free-Ex- 
amination, it happened, as might be expected, to be- 
come the ſubject of our club. A gentleman, who had 
been in the country for ſome time before, and knew nothing 
of the debate amongſt us until he read the pamphlet, aſ- 
ſerted, that it was written not only in behalf of humani- 
ty, of the birth- right of Engliſhmen, and the ſpirit of the 
conſtitution; it is, ſaid he, a modeſt apology for the univer- 
ſal rights of truth and virtue, and a defence of the Pul- 
chrum & Honeſtum, which give human nature its yalue and 
excellence. I beg to know, continued he, how we can ex- 
elevated ſentiments, public honour, or juſtice, from a 

le who ſeem to place merit and patriotiſm in the in- 
vention and publication of calumny, and to treat every man 
as a public enemy, who has virtue enough to do juſtice to, 
of ſpeak the truth of catholics? Has not the manner of 
treating popery given efteem to ſcandal and detraction, 
and proportionably diſcountenanced candour and integri- 
ty, and muſt not the honeſty this nation has been in paſt 
ages famous for, feel the public wound? In the midſt of a 
* A torrent 
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torrent of abuſe, the Free Examiners have ventured to at. 
tack the radical, and moſt infectious cauſe of the prevail - 
ing degeneracy, but they have done io, in a different ſpirit 
from the controverſial writings' of their time; they wrote 
with viſible marks of a paſſion for truth and candour; and 
plead for a helpleſs people, who are puniſhable by the laws, 
for their religious opinions, and their religious worſhip, 
without the leaſt proof of their being guilty of any wicked- 
neſs, even in intention, againſt God or man, What ſur. 
priſes me is, that the letter-writers in the public papers 
who appeared againſt the Free Thinker, ſeldom ventured 
to contradict any particular facts or reaſonings of his, but 
unanimouſly attacked him, by inſiſting that he is a pa- 
piſt, for attempting to lay open truths which, they have not 
the face to deny. This conduct of theirs, carries his ar- 
gument much further than he carried it himſelf, and is 
really a falſe infinuation: for it intimates plainly, that no 
proteſtant would tell truth of a papiſt, or repreſent him 
fairly; and is a public avowal of the deteſtable ſpirit of 
the calviniſts in France, who fell ſoul on Bayle and Blon- 
dell for doing juſtice to popery. Theſe tools in their head- 
Jong zeal for ſlander, become evidences of the truth of 
His general charge, and ſtand up before the world to prove, 
that there are men at this day alive, who are willing to have 
equity and juſtice refuſed to papiſts, 

At the end of this ſpeech, Portirs, a gentleman wha, 
before made ſome objections to Publius's diſcourſes, got 
up, and {poke to the following effect. 0 * : 
Mr. Preſident, I would not favous, miſrepreſentation, 
nor diſtreſs a papiſt by any means that an honeſt heart 
does not warrant, In what I am going to ſay, I only 
{eek to bring into light truths, the knowledge of which 
muſt be uſeful to the ſociety. If catholics be good ſubjects 
and fellow citizens, the enquiry 1 am ſetting on foot will 
be ſerviceable to them, and I (hall look-on it as a juſtifica- 
tion of human nature, and a matter of juſt pleaſure to 
every benevolent man, that ſo great a body of mankind, 
be free from the guilt of a charge that has long lain hea- 
yy upon them. The charge I ſpeak of is, that by a prin» 
ciple of their religion, they diſengage themſelves from 
the obligation of keeping faith with heretics, and look 
an the moſt ſacred engagements to be void, when the in- 
tereſts of their religion are to be ſerved. I am aware 
that papiſts in their controverſies, produce ſeveral public, 
and natorious inſtances of their good faith to people 2 
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call heretics; but I muſt deſire you, Mr, Preſident to ob- 
ſerve, that I do not accuſe them of univerſal breach of 
faith to thoſe who are out of the pale of their church, but 
only in caſes, where the peculiar Intefeſts of the church 
are to be advanced; and to ſupport this charge, I bring 
inconteſtable fats: I might er a thouſand, but I am 
Tenfible they occur ſufficiently to the gentlemen preſent, 
who have read the dreadful memorials of popi{h treachery 
in both catholic and proteſtant writers; ſor which reaſon, 
I will confine myſelf at preſent, to the breach of the pub- 
lic faith given by the emperor Sigiſmund to John Huſs, by 
the council of Conſtance, and to the folemn votes of that 
council; and of the 4th council of Lateran, which not 
only abſolve ſubjects from their allegiance to princes who 
fall into hereſy, but enjoin them to take up arms and de- 
throne them. I ſele& thoſe acts, becauſe they are the public 
decrees of their infallible church, which they all think them 
ſelves obliged to obey under pain of eternal damnation. Pro- 
teſtants then can never repoſe the leaſt truſt in papiſts; but in 
their moſt peaceable ſtate, muſt look on them as foes, whom 
no intercourſe of friendly offices can reconcile, and as wild 
beaſts who couch and lie in ambuſh, waiting for an op- 
portunity to deſtroy. This is the dire tener, that forever 
ſhuts papiſts out of the protection of a proteſtant commu- 
nity, and renders them juſt objects of unceaſing proſecu- 
tion amongſt us. I need ſay nothing, Mr. Preſident, in ag- 
vation of a doctrine that tramples on natural morality, 
— the chains of fociety, and fruſtrates the ſacred com- 
pacts which unite man to man for mutual benefit and ſe- 
curity. Common ſenſe feels the enormity of it, and with 
humane anger, arms in behalf of mankind againſt the miſ- 

creants who dare ſupport it. | 
When Portius had finiſhed theſe words, he ſat down 
with ſome emotion. The charge was ſpecious, and the 
challenge ſpirited. Immediately every eye was fixed on 
Publius, who having conſidered a minute, turned to the 
Preſident, and made the following ſpeech. 
I agree, Mr. Preſident, with the gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, whoſe candour and humanity are well known, that a 
proteſtant government can hardly be too ſevere upon a peo- 
le who hold the hoſtile and deteſtable principle he attri- 
utes to catholics. But he muſt in his turn agree with 
me, that if the charge be originally falſe and malicious, 
then the views of the inventors of it were, to ſtir up pro- 
8 A 2 teſt · 
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teſtants to enmity and eternal injury againſt catholics, ta 
diſſever the followers of Chriſt paſt all hopes of reconci- 
liation, and in proteſtant governments to devote the pa- 
piſts to proſecution, and at the ſame time, to prevent in 
the breaſts of thoſe who hold the ſword, the common feel- 
ings of commiſeration that ſpring up in favour of the diſ- 
treſſed. From the charge before us it is evident then, either 
that papiſts are intolerable in every proteſtant government, 
or they are diabolically miſrepreſented in order to urge pro- 
teſtants to an eternal war with them, and to proyoke pro- 
teſtant governments to . proſecute and exterminate them 
without pity or mercy. There is no medium, one of thoſe 
caſes is true, and the other faiſe. And to diſcover which 
is the true one, is I ſuppoſe the ſubje& of our preſent en- 
quiry, which I will ſpeak to with the ſimplicity and ho- 
neſt boldneſs I have hitherto obſerved. ö 
Before I enter upon the enquiry, I muſt take notice that 
it is nothing to the purpoſe, whether every papiſt, or every 
popiſh monarch, held ſtrictly to their faith and engage- 
ments. Papiſts have broke their faith with proteſtants, 
and they have broke it as often with other papiſts. No religi- 
on can ſet bounds to the ambition, to the paſſion of liberty, 
the reſentment, and the intereſted views of mankind; or 
take away entirely the effects of a corruption, that is al- 
ways active, becauſe it reſides always in the heart of man. 
Nothing can put my argument in a fairer light, than to 
make the proteſtant and papiſt change fides in this diſpute. 

Let us for. a few moments ſuppoſe the papiſt chargin 
proteſtants with a principle of breach of faith, and even of 
diſpenſing with the moſt folemn engagements to God as 
well as to man. As ſoon as your pious miniſters, ſa 
He, took up the principles of your religion, they abſolved 
_ themſelves from the vows: they made of chaſtity, of obe- 
dience, and of obſerving their religious duties, which were 

icularly tremenduous, becauſe they were. contracts of 
the ſoul with the deity, ' Your patron and firſt archbiſhop 
of Canterbury in England, after he had imbihed his new 
principles, made his qualifying vows with duplicity; he 
went to the altar with a concerted deſign to perjure him- 
ſelf, and lived after in the moſt criminal oppoſition to his 
conſcience during king Henty's reign. The ever memo- 
rable and glorious queen Elizabeth, ſwore at her corona- 
tion, to preſerve and ſupport the eſtabliſhed religion, which 
oath, ſhe not only broke with the greateſt tranquillity, but 
| it 


* 


9.7 

It appears very plainly from her behaviour, that the or 
took -it for conveniency, and did not intend to keep it 
when ſhe ſolemnly ſwore to do ſo. This principle advan- 
ces along with the reformation every where, as cloſe as 
Milton's death accompanies fin, e ſeCtaries in Scot= 
land and England, had ſwore fealty to the king whom 
they depoſed and murdered. The Calviniſts of France 
were in nothing behind their brethren in England, but in 
ſueceſs; they were guilty of the ſame kind of perjury over 
and over, by the advice and conſent of their lt; clergy. 
Theſe rebellions are diftinguiſhed from all others, by the 
perfidious principle I ſpeak of. Look narrowly into the 
ſolemn leagues and covenants, look at the declarations of 
proteſtant diſſidents, and you univerſally ſee them ſet out 
with the moſt ſacred vows of loyalty to the monarchs, and 
to the governments they after treacherouſly deſtroy, as ſoon 
as they have acquired the power of. doing ſo. In ſhort, 
where ever the proteſtant religion got footing, it never 
failed to bring along with it this horrid principle, that has 
rent ſo many governments, and torn, down ſo many prin- 

es out of their thrones; | | 

A principle that is univerſal, and meets your eyes on 
every fide, does not require any particular examples ta 
prove it; but the cruel breach of the capitulation of Mont- 
briſſon, and the maſſacre of the garriſon, is too affecting 
to be paſſed over. As ſoon as Francis de Beaumont Ba- 
ron des Adrets, a proteſtant general, who fought” for his 
religious principles, had under the faith of a capitulation, 
got the garriſon and their brave general into his power, he 
ordered them to be brought to the top of the platform on 
the caſtle, where he diverted himſelf with looking on them 
precipitated tothe bottom, while his barbarous ſoldiers receiv= 
ed them with ſhouts of joy and exultation, on the points 
of their halberds and pikes. But as I faid, there is no 
need of particular inſtances to prove my argument, perſue 
the proteſtant religion in all nations, and you ſee it inſtant- 
ly diſlolve the allegiance of its followers to princes of a dif- 
rent religion, and breach of fidelity, followed cloſe by 
bloodſhed, rapine, and defolation.”---Here Publius pauſed 
a moment, and then continued, you ſee, Mr. Preſident, 
that I have made my popiſh declaimer, run over exactly 
the ſame cant of thoſe proteſtants, who from ſome parti- 
cular fats, charge catholics with a principle of breach of 
faith; and if I had a mind to ſpin out the diſcourſe, and 
imi- 
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imitate thoſe dolefu} gentlemen, you are convinced that I 
need only to tranſcribe from the hiſtories of the different 
ſtates of Europe, with the addition of an exclamation 
againſt proteſtant treachery and rebellion at the cloſe of 
every tale, to make-out two or three handſome volumes in 
folio. But after all, is it not a ſufficient anſwer to ſay, 
that thoſe inſtances of proteſtant breach of faith, are to be 

laced to the corruptions of human nature, which no re- 
gen can eradicate, and not to religious principle, which 
proteſtants openly. diſclaim? For heaven's ſake then, allow 
catholics as well as proteſtants to be deſcended from Adam, 
that both are co-heirs to the ſame corrupt nature, and may 
be alike guilty of breach of faith againſt principle; and 
that catholics like them, may be falſe to their compacts, 
in oppoſition to the dictates of their religion, juſt as both 
are guilty of covetouſneſs, envy, and drunkeneſs, which 
from facts may be proved on every chriſtian ſect and com- 
munion on earth. 5 

Me may here make an eaſy reflection, that explains the 
behaviour of men in the caſe before us. When paſſion or 
mundane intereſt preſs us in oppoſition to principle, it muſt 
be expected in che courſe of things, that theſe mighty and 
prevalent motives of the heart, will in many inſtances 
prove an overmatch for religion: but if there had been no 
principle to counteract them, they muſt always guide us 
without deviation, with the ſame uniformity, that a ſtream 
for ever flows down the declivity, and holds its courſe ; 
wherefore the prevalence of a principle, that is publicly 
aſſerted, in many thouſands of inſtances againſt paſſion and 
mundane intereits, is a demonſtration of the reality of the 
principle in the mind, whilſt the frequent breach of it for 
worldly motives, is of no weight whatſoever, to prove that 
ſucha principle does not exiſt, and indeed, if the violation of 
a principle were allowed to be a proof that it does not exi 
in the mind, it would be very difficult to prove that any 
one man now upon earth believes the doctrines of chriſti- 
anity to be true, or even that God puniſhes ſinners. 

I he queſtion that is to be canvaſſed then is not whether 
ſome papiſts have been guilty of breachof faith, but whether 
the principles of popery abſolve men from keeping faith 
with heretics, where the intereſts of the church are con- 
cerned? And when the debate ſtands at this iſſue, ſurely 
this yery controverſy, maintained univerſally by catholics, 
is a deciſive proof that they hold it not as a principle that 
they may be abſolved from keeping faith with heretics, un- 
leſs proteſtants will maintain, that the catholics are miſtaken 

mn 
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in their own tenets, and that the creeds made for them 
their enemies are really theirs, and not thoſe they them- 
ſelves profeſs ; that the public doctrines they teach, print, 
preach, and eagerly contend for, are not the principles of 
papiſts, but another opinion they do not teach, nay, that 
is utterly diſclaimed by them, which is judging the hearts 
of men, and condemning them againſt all appearances oſ 
truth, and motives of judgment. Should the religious dif- 
ferences which have drawn out to vicw ſo black a vein 
of corruption, be ever permitted by providence to blow over, 
our deſcendants no doubt will produce it as a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the ſuperlative malignity of which the heart of 
man is capable, that one party in the days of their fore- 
fathers, refuſed to their antagoniſts the liberty of knowing 
their own doctrines, but manufactured a ſyſtem of religion 
for them againſt their conſent and approbation, and after- 
wards puniſhed them for that obtruded ſyſtem ; with tha 
ſame equity, as if I had forced a frightful maſk upon a 
man whole hands were tied behind his back, and then abu- 
ſed him for his ugly face; this might do in a farce, but the 
reality is ſuch a ſingular ſtrain of malice and cruelty, as no 
other denomination of men whoever appeared upon earth 
were capable of perſiſting in, beſide the calviniſts and their 
natural born iſſue, the fanatic ſects; but whaever reads 
Hudibras, and knows that he draws the portrait of men 
who really exiſted, and practiſed the religious villainies he 
paints, will not find this a new picture of the human heart. 

But men of profound penetration, who fo often for the 
good of their dear country, have diſcovered that a Britiſh 
chimbiey cannot take fire, nor a Britiſh mob who are hun- 
gry break out into riots for food, unleſs a Jeſuit be at the 
| bottom, will not be put off v7 public profeſſions of faith. 

They admit that catholics publicly profeſs that they are ob- 
liged to. keep faith with heretics, ſince the diſpute univer- 
ſally held by papiſts is a demonſtration they do ſo; and 
then preſſed, they will allow that the ſame doctrine is in- 
culeated in manuals, and rules of faith, printed for the 
piſh laity, becauſe thoſe manuals and rules: of faith lie on 
every ſtall in London; but they diſcover with vaſt ſaga». 
city, that all this fair parade, is only made to lull proteſtants 
into ſecurity and inattention ; to give a plauſible appearance 
to their religion, in order to ſeduce men, and make new con- 
verts. It is ſay they, when the plot is ripe, and hands are want- 
ing for the execution, that popiſh prieſts change their notes, 
and lay open the myſtery of iniquity. Then they teach on | 
, | | Jever 


( io ') | 
teverſe of the doctrine they publiſh to the world, and ab- 
ſolve their deluded votaries from their faith, and their mer- 
ey to heretics together. 

I I defy the heart of man, in its moſt ingenious virulence, 
to invent a more deſtructive and envenometl accuſation than 
this, which enables the proſecutors and enemies of papiſts, 
to find them forever guilty, notwithſtanding the higheſt, 
the cleareſt, and the moſt durable teſtimonies of their loy- 
alty and integrity; and gives room to extend the guilt of 
every ſingle papiſt to the whole people, while it refuſes 
them any credit, for piety, honeſty, and the moſt invio- 
lated faithfulneſs to the government. If a papiſt in power 
be- cruel or revengeful as far diſtant as the borders of 
Turkey, in the neighbourhood of the Coflacs, or beyond 
the Alps, he is fo by principle, it is the fault of his reli- 
gion, and every profeſſor of it is no better; if in theſe 
nations, a deſperate or a reprobate papiſt enters into a plot, 
or is ſeduced into one, it is undoubtedly a popiſh plot, and 
all the members of that church ought to be extirpated ; but 
while papiſts continue good ſubjects, they are ſo only thro* 
deſign or fear, theevil principle Jurks within, always ready to 
appear and do miſchief. In ſhort, no virtue, no piety is a de- 
fence againſt the malignity of this charge, that equally in- 
volves the and the wicked. While the perſecution of 
primitive chriſtians continued, it was aſſiduouſly inculcated 
by the heathens, that they held in private abominable doc- 
trines, and were guilty of horrid practices, which was as 
fincerely believed by the populace of the Roman empire, 
as it is now in England that papiſts have a ſecret prin- 
- ciple of diſſolving their faith to heretics. To give ſuch a 
charge as this weight enough to condemn any party who 
diſſents from the eſtabliſhed religion, all that is neceſſary is, 
to bring the diſſenting party under a public odium, and when 
this is effectually done, the more horrid and ſtrange the 
crime be that is laid to their charge, the readier credit it 
will meet with from the croud, who never have the power 
to reflect on, or to examine a ftory, that ſufficiently terrifies 
them. In, the reign of Charles II, it was confidently be- 
lieved by the body of the nation, upon the information of 
one or two infamous men, that the general of the Jeſuites in 
Rome, was to raiſe an army in England, and had iſſued 
commiſſions to officers, in order to conquer the nation, 
and to cut every proteſtant's throat, from the Engliſn 
channel to the Highlands of Scotland, During the firſt 
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conſternation of the public, ſeveral poor papiſts wer 
hanged, upon evidence that no man in his ſober ſenſes 
would liſten to, and a venerable court, judges, and jury- 
men, believed that in this caſe contradictions might be 
true, and gave verdicts accordingly. 

To prove that the charge I am ſpeaking to is falſe, and 
that papiſts have no principle public nor pri that diſ- 
charges them from their faith to heretics, I will make uſe 
of the very arguments that the antient chriſtians uſed, or 
might have offered, to prove that they were * — of 
the enormous doctrines and practices that were laid to their 
charge by their heathen proſecutors. 

It is publicly allowed by all ſets and parties of chriſtians, 
that the end of chriſtianity is to make men perfect, to give 
them a love and habit of truth, of holineſs, and virtue ; 
and tho there are probably hypocrites and infidels, Who 
ſhelter themſelves under different denominations of chri- 
ſtians, yet it certainly is the belief of the greater number 
by far of every ſet amongſt us, that the tendency of chri- 
ſtianity is to render them ſincere, honeſt, and virtuous. 

To ſuppoſe the popiſh clergy abſolve men from their 
oaths and compacts, in defiance to the main end of the 
goſpel, to the eternal indiſpenſible laws of morality and 
truth, and in oppoſition to the perfection and attributes f 
the. divinity, all of which they believe and teach; is to 
ſuppoſe the whole catholic clergy, the pope, cardinals, 
prelates, doctors, and religious, have entered into a formal 
conſpiracy againſt Chriſtianity, morality, and the divinity, 
for the ſake of temporal emolument and power. It cannot 
be pretended that they join in this ſhocking plot through 
ignorance. The vaſt pains they take to exculpate them- 
ſelves, demonſtrate, that if they be guilty, it is a real 
conſpiracy againſt their conſciences, with a full ſenſe of 
the turpitude and wickedneſs of it. 

I believe there are few accuſers of popery ſo ſanguine, 
who will not heſitate a little, before they make this cri- 
minal charge ſo univerſal ; but if the ſuperior popiſh clergy, 
notwithftanding the great appearances of devotion and ſanc- 
tity of life f many amongſt them, be capable of ſuch an 
execrable plot, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe under-workmen, 
to whom the. carrying it on amongſt the people is com- 
mitted, the inferior clergy, who are ſo many of them men 
of exemplary lives, and moſt ſevere morals ; who bear all 
hardſhips, run all hazards, and often ſuffer death * 
er or 
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tor their religion? Are they who, according to this ſy- 


tem, are the tools made uſe of in carrying on the plot a- 


mongſt the laity, and in vending the diſpenſations of ini- 
quity are they deep alſo in the ſhocking conſpiracy againſt 
the God of truth and the goſpel ? Are they the active ene- 
mies of religion, and the wilful perverters of morality ? 
Are they the private tempters to perjury, to rebellion, and 
to breach of faith, in contradiction to their declared doc- 


trines, profeſſions, and ſermons ? And do they finally offer 


up their lives, after ſuffering impriſonment and perſecution, 
to ſerve this deteſtable plot? Surely whoever believes this, 
cannot defend the apoſtles and their fellow labourers, who 
by their preaching, ſufferings, and death, propagated the 
goſpel, from the character of deſigning, ambitious men, 
who ated for the temporal advantage and glory of their 
own ſociety, We have no reaſon to think that men were 
not as heroic ſeventeen hundred years ago, as at any pe- 
riod ſince. And indeed the gentlemen who diſcovered the 
2 amongſt the Popiſh clergy, have put arms into the 

ds of infidels, . againſt which they have left themſelves 
no defence, wherefore it has happened, that reflecting 
calviniſts univerſally miſtruſt the clergy, and that deiſm 


\ treads cloſe on the heels of calviniſm in all nations. 


Religion is acquired, and the belief of the Son of God 
erpeified, has proved a ſtumbling- block to reaſon, but the 
obligations of common morality and trutly, are fixed in- 
delibly in the breaſt. - We do not believe them only, we 
feel their rectitude whether we will or no, and they have 
not been hitherto eradicated out of any nation on earth. 
Is it poſſible then to make people believe upon any ſudden 
exigency, that true religion abſolves them from the obliga- 
tions of honeſty and truth? Can the clergy filence thoſe 
ever wakeful dictates of God in a moment ? When prieſts 
and biſhops are firſt initiated into this ſecret part of their 
functions, ought we not to expect that the truly pious 
and fincere, would inſtantly quit an impious religion, 


| ſupported by ſuch criminal means, and go over to the 


reformation, eſpecially in England and Ireland, where in- 


- tereſt alſo tempts them; for who ever yet Kfuſed the 


invitations of conſcience and intereſt together ? And 
when the clergy who teach and print, and diſpute, that 
faith ought to be kept with heretics, allegiance to pro- 
teſtant princes, and that no diſpenſations can be given 
to abſolve- men from their engagements, come after- 


5 
wards to diſeover and teach the reverſe; when they lay 
naked the duplicity and prevarication of their religion, 
and of the popiſh clergy, why do not their hearers forſake 
them with deteſtation ? Why are not their eyes opened to 
quit a falſe and hypocritical church? And ſurely if the diſ- 


covery had ever been made, it would naturally have that 


effect. What deſertion ought to be under ſuch a ſtriking, 
inſtance of craft and guile ? And might it not be reaſon- 
ably expected, that the catholic laity upon conviction, that 
they were ſo long abuſed and miſled by their hypocritical 
clergy, would deliver them over with indignation to ju- 
ſtice, or tear them in pieces for deceiving them. | 

Let us ſuppoſe the popiſh plot, and the new doctrine 
that ſanctifies it, on the point of being revealed to the 
croud, who are, to be employed. Let us ſuppoſe them 
aſſembled, the doors ſhut, and the Jeſuit ſtanding up ta 
make the important diſcovery, 

Dear chriſtians, ſays he, thecatholic church require you 
to get _ man a match this night, to ſet the houſes of 
your proteſtant neighbours on fire while they are locked in 
ſleep and repoſe, and to have alſo a ſharp knife, ready to 
cut their throats as they fly out of the fire. Do not be 
be ſtartled at what I now ſay, tho' it ſhocks the laws of 
nature and morality, tho' it contradicts my former pro- 
feffions, the controverſy I held with proteſtants in the 
face of the world, and the public catholic doctrines, 


which you heard and read every day, they were only. 


falſe colours hung out to view, on purpoſe to deceive, 

now diſcover to you the true doctrine, which is to diſſolve 
all faith with heretics, to break all en ts with them, 
and to. murder them without mercy, ſince the intereſt of 
our holy church requires it to be ſo. She who now re- 
veals to you her real principles, is apoſtolic, righteous, 
and without ſpot. You may depend on her abſolutions, 
you cannot be wrong in obeying her, the holy ghoſt has 
inſpired her to adopt theſe double principles, to deceive 
her enemies, and to deſtroy them in ſecurity ; and I my-: 


ſelf who am the miniſter of her deſigns, am a perſon of. . 


ſuch rectitude, that you may ſafely truſt your ſouls and 
conſciences in my hands.“ I do nat ſuppoſe the Jeſuit 
would make uſe of theſe words exactly, but that in ſuch 
caſe, he muſt ſee the neceſſity of ſoftening: and palliating 
his new doctrines, but this muſt be the real tenor and drift 


e his diſcourſe; and unleſs he has an unknown mm 
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tee away common ſenſe and thought, every perſon muſt 
ve it, becauſe, to bring men to his preſent purpoſe, 
muſt inſtil into them principles diametrically oppoſite to 
the eternal dictates of truth, honeſty humanity, and to his 
own and his church's daily and public profeſſions. 

1 ſee, Mr, Preſident, the hour js come for diſſolving the 
club this night, if it be agreeable to you and the reſt of 
the gentlemen,” the preſent ſubject, which is of vaſt im- 
| ſhall lie over till the next night, in which 

hope to bring it to ſuch an iſſue, as that we ſhall have no 
need to diſeuſs it ever aſter. This motion was agreed to, 
and the following elub- night Publius ſpoke as follows: 

Mr. Preſident, at our laſt meeting I aſſerted, that if the 
church of Rome really taught and defended one doctrine 
publickly, which was humane, ſociable, and agreeable to 
the indelible Jaws of honeſty, and taught in private the 
very reverſe principle, in ſupport of treachery, cruelty, - 

d* rebellion; in that caſe, all fincere and juſt men would 
quit that church with indignation, upon the evidence of 
their natural moral ideas, which ever was, and ever will 
be tacitly employed as the teſt of true religion. I will 


this night offer to your conſideration, ſome arguments 


drawn from facts that are known to every one, and ſeem 
to me deciſive, I will demonſtrate to you, that catholies 
give the higheſt teſtimony of their good faith and fincerity' 
to thoſe they eſteem heritics, that ever yet was given'b 

any people of their principles, or that can poſſibly be given, 


and that if theſe teſtimonies be not admitted, we know 


not, and are deſtitute of all means of knowing, that any 
ty of men ever held principle whatſoever, 
e words ſha!! w my purpoſe. It has been ob- 
ſerved in the Freethinker's letters, that the catholics in 
England pay double taxes, and lie under ſeveral incapa- 
cities and reſtraints; and that in Irelind,-befides incapaci- 
ties, loſs of power, and reſtraints, they ſuffer by gavels, in- 
formations, and the premiums offered to children for fly- 
ing in the faces of their parents, and diſtreſſing them in 
their circumſtances, The truth is, catholics in that king- 
dom are flaves ; debarred of all hopes of fixed property, 
and bear an "endleſs variety of inſults and grievances, b 
the preſſure of the penal laws; which are contrived wi 
ingenious cruelty, and are notoriouſly known to be tor- 
tured and ſtrained againſt them, as far as the ſhadow of a 
meaning can reach: It is alſo notorious, „ 
_ l could 


1 
could diſpenſe with ſincerity to proteſtants, and by prin= 
ciple impoſe upon the government, they would by taking the 
teſts required, avoid all thoſe eyils and inconveniences. Can 
any one in his ſenſes doubt, that a man is ſtrongly chain 
ed by a principle of keeping faith with heretics, when 
he is led by it, to break through the greateſt and moſt 
ſeducing motives of this life, when he ſacrifices to it his 
views of pride, of power, and riches, and for its fake, 
weds himſelf to the laſt worſt companions on earth, con- 
tempt, and the inſults men -muſt bear in poverty? When 
the catholics of England refuſed to take the oath of ſupre- 
macy, which would be attended by ſo many advantages, 
they gave the beſt pledge imaginable of the fincerity of. 
the voluntary propoſal they made, to take the oath of 
allegiance, Accordingly, in King Charles I's reign, thoſe 
who ſtopped at no teſt, and ſwallowed oaths as the earth does 
ſummer ſhowers, entered with equal readineſs into the 
rebellion, whilſt the catholics who choſe rather to loſe the 
favour of the government, than to take the oath} of ſupre- 


macy, unanimouſly expoſed their lives and fortunes for the 
kin 


, TIED think I am not ſerious when I aſk you, what 
ſecurity have the public, that the repreſentatives of the 
people, and the lords in parliament, are not many of them 
papiſts, who haye received diſpenſations to take every teſt, 
and to profeſs outwardly the proteſtant religion? It is cer- 
tain, no worldly policy could adyance the popiſh intereſts 
more effectually in this. iſland, and conſidering the venality 
of very many of our boroughs, and the vaſt zeal of papiſts 
in the ſupport of their religion, there is the greateſt rea- 
ſon to fear in this caſe, if the faith and oaths of catholics - 
to a proteſtant government be not to be depended upon. 
But in fact, no one ſuſpects the legiſlature, or has fears 
of this kind; and the ſecurity of the public can ariſe from 
no other cauſe, than a thorough conviction and knowledge, 
that catholics are ſingularly tender in taking oaths, and 
will not treſpaſs upon their integrity to the government, 
pon any account whatſoever, I obſeryed laſt nigtit, that 
e moral ſenſe we have of truth and honeſty will not bear 
with known prevarication and wilful duplicity 3 yet, it is 
certain, that man is capable, through inculpabie weak 
neſs of making two inconſiſtant judgments ut the ſame 
time, the one founded upon prejudice or propoſſeſſion 
inculcated by theory or ſyſtem, the other the judgment 
of common ſenſe, unprefſed by fact and experience, It 
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* viſible to every obſerver, that predeſtinarians who 
have argued themſelves into their diſtinguiſhing tenet, 
hold i only upon the ſurface of theory, but never ſuffer 
it to enter into their behaviour. or judgments. of fact. The 
impulſive feeling they have of their own liberty, always 
decides in the aftairs of life, and they are in regard to their 
wives, their children, their ſervants, their creditors, and 
in ſhort to the reſt of the world; as firm believers of free 
will as their - neighbours, which by the by, is the true 
reaſon why they do not plunge into all kind of guilt, 

- for when they come to action, theory falls before a ſtronger 
evidence. The ſame inconſiſtency alſo appears in the 
judgments of the enemies of catholies. In theory and in 
the oppreſſion for which the theory, was originally calcu- 
lated, they find catholics guilty of a principle which ren- 
ders them faithleſs and inſincere to a proteſtant govern- 
ment ; but in every other view and application to real life, 
they judge the reverſe., The legiſlatures of both England 
— — by the teſts, the inabilities, and penalties they 
enacted againſt papiſts, gave the moſt unfeigned and na- 
ked teſtimony, that they were always well aſſured, that 
catholics by principle held faith with heretics, becauſe thoſe 
teſts were of no effect to a man who can diſpenſe with 
oaths, and impoſe on heretics, or who could hold up one 

| ſet of principles to the public, and retain another in pri- 
vate. Theſe acts therefore, demonſtrate the real ſenſe of 
the legiſlature, and their operation inconteſtably prove, 
that they were not miſtaken in the ſincerity of papiſts. : 
In Queen Elizabeth's reign, moſt or all of the clergy- 
men of the church of Rome after conviction, and under =: 
tence of death, were offered their pardon, provided they ac- 
knowledged the Queen's ſupremacy, here was a bribe of in- 
finite more weight than the empire of the world, the bribe of 
life offered for a violation of the integrity of papiſts to a pro- 
| teſtant government, yet thoſe priefts in general refuſed to ac- 
, cept of it, and choſe rather to ſuffer death. A bigotted papiſt 
would ſay, that theſe public offers bore legible ſignals of the 
divine mercy and juſtice that permitted them, and that while 
| demonſtrated to every mag who had not fenced his 
heart round about againſt the approaches of conviction, 
that catholics were by their religious principles obliged to ' 
ſuffer all things, and death itſelt rather than diſpence with 
the truth ; they were alſo a dreadful witneſs againſt the 
conſciences of thoſe who obſtinately, in deſiance to common 


——— —— — —— —— — — . — —— -- T 


ſenſe 


99 


ſenſe and daily experience, perſiſted to charge catholics, | 


with a principle of breach of faith to heretics. . 

In Germany, the experience proteſtants have of the fi- 
delity of catholics by principle, has a very different effect. 
Inſtead of extorting forſeitures, . penalties, and fines out 
of the ſincerity of popiſh ſubjects, they treat them ag 
countrymen and fellow-citizens, and employ them in de- 
fence of their common country, againſt popiſh as well as 
againſt proteſtant enemies and invaders. The king of 
Pruſſia's and his majeſty's popiſh officers and ſoldiers, 
fought as faithfully for them againſt the F rench and Au- 
ſtrians, as their proteſtant ſubjects did. In Switzerland 
proteſtant and popiſh cantons are united in a common 
confederacy. They have differed about intereſts and about 
religion, but the proteſtant cantons never objected a prin- 
ciple of the breach of faith to the catholics, inconſiſtent 
with their mutual aſſociation, and when their differences 
were compromiſed, they united as before, under the ſecu- 
rity of their faith. Thoſe hide-bound gentlemen in Eng- 
land and Ireland, who have cloſed every pore againſt con- 
viction, have been publicly challenged over and over, to 
ſhew that the catholics in the Britiſh dominions differ in 
their religious principles from the catholics on the conti- 
nent ; and to produce a reaſon, why they ſhould merit 


the confidence of a proteſtant government there and not 


here, But no challenge, no force of honeſt truth, nor 
prevalence of ſhame, has been able to extort an anſwer 
from them. Truth and ſhame only wring from them tor= 


rents of abule and reſentment, for diſplaying the iniquity - 


of which they will not repent. They give manifeſt ſymp- 
toms that they feel. the truth, not indeed by conviction 
and candid j uſtice, but by a reprobate and eternal enmity 
and rage againſt it, I ſpeak only of the virulent enemies 
of the known truth. 

At the revolution, when the minds of men in England 
were inflamed, and their fears of papiſts wrought up to a 
degree of diſtraction and fury, kind providence with the 
parental care of heaven, brought king William from 
Holland, and by a ſecret chain, led the auguſt houſe of 
Hanover from 1 to the throne of England, to re- 


ſcue an innocent and proſtrate people from popular mad- 
neſs. King William had brought over troops of catholics 
promiſcuouſly with proteins, to ſupport him againſt 
| king 


n 
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king James; and the princes of the houſe of Hanover, 
had themſelves experience of the ſtrict fidelity of papiſts, 
and were witneſſes of their loyalty to proteſtant ſovereigns 
all over Germany. The foaming declamations concerning 
the dangers from papiſts, and their principle of treachery 
to proteſtant governments, were therefore loſt upon them, 
and you might as reaſonably hope to make a German 
prince believe that catholics were all born with two heads, 
as that they held ſuch principles. The artifices that were 
employed to contradict the evidence of their ſenſes, only 
raiſed their compaſſion to their diſtreſſed ſubjects; whence 
it has happened, that during the reign of theſe auſpicious 
monarchs, the inveterate laws made under former kings 
ceaſed to rage, and the catholics of theſe iſlands found at 
length that they had both a king and country. 

Let us now ſum up the evidence catholics give, that 
they keep good faith with heretics by principle. They 
unanimouſly profeſs the indiſpenſible obligation they lie 
under of doing ſo, and as unanimouſly diſclaim the con- 
trary, of which their diſputes with their accuſers, as well 
as the printed inſtructions for the popiſh laity, are a per- 
fect demonſtration, by adhering to the principle of ſin- 
cerity they profeſs, they ſuffer in England and Ireland 
the loſs of power and property ; they ſuffer penaltics, and 
a variety of hardſhips and excluſions; they pay double 
taxes in England, they ſuffer the public odium, and they 
have in numberleſs inſtances ſuffered death itſelf, and ſealed 
their integrity with their blood ; and in foreign countries, 
where they are truſted aud uſed as ſubjects, they defend 
their proteſtant ſovereigns with their lives gain popiſh 
invaders. After theſe proofs which are public before the 
world, I here demand, what other evidence do their ac- 
cuſers require of the ſincerity of catholics to proteſtants, or 
what higher and clearer inſtances were ever yet given by 
any body of people of their principles ? And further, if 
theſe proofs be not admitted, I would fain learn, what 
means beſide are there left of knowing that any people on 
earth ever held any principle, or what grounds of cer- 
tainity have we, that the apoſtles and firſt martyrs of chri- 
ſtiany, held interiorly and in good faith the religious prin- 
ciples for which wee perſecution and death. 


In confuting the adcuſation, one can hardly avoid fix- 


ing his thought ſom̃etimes on the accuſers, who without 


a ſingle argument of weight, urge ſo deſperate a charge 
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in the face of the world, It is eaſy to diſtinguiſh them 
into two kinds of people of different diſpolitions ; the 
really ſincere, and the wilful adverſaries of truth. 

The bulk of mankind ſeem formed. to believe any thing 
which they are frequently told. A French writer, I now 
forget, ſays with great juſtneſs, that common ſenſe is a 
rarer quality than is uſually imagined, Every one lays 
claim at leaſt to that negligent appearance of wiſdom, and 
he. thinks himſelf very modeſt who makes no higher de- 
mands on the opinion of his acquaintance. Yet when a 
reflecting man obſerves the eredulity of the world, and the 
inability of the generality of our ſpecies, to diſcover the 
weakneſs and abſurdity of the reigning vulgar opinions, he 
muſt be tempted to ſuſpect much the univerſality of that 
common ſenſe, which is fo liberally dealt about by thoſe 
Who have leaſt of it. 

Amongſt the various ſpecies of abſurdities that are brood- 
ed daily by mankind, there are none propagated ſo eaſily, 
as the filly ſtories that are told to the diſadvantage of an 
adverſe party in religion ↄr the ſtate, Mr. Addiſon had 
an eye to the credulity with which men ſwallowed miſ- 
repreſentations of this kind, in his own times, when in 
in the Indian king's letter home, he writes of two ve 
dangerous animals who then infeſted England, gin 
whom he (the Indian king) was warned frequently to be 
upon his guard, the one called hig, and the other Tory; 
but he thanks God he had not ſeen any of either kind. 

Enight-errants, enchanted caſtles, and adventures, are 
long out of doors. Witches, fairies, and goblins are 
pretty much in diſeredit with the polite part of the nation, 
and in their ſtead, maſſacres, dire tales, ruefully told, and 
ſpectres of popery that will make you look about you and 
tremble, are the preſent mode of credulity in Britain, they 
bear the ſtamp of the preſent times, and ſuch is the pre- 
valence of the mode of belief, and the power of the reign- 
ing opinion, that ſome hundreds of thouſands in this 
iſland, who have an implicit faith in all the abſurd le- 

nds which the puritan malice invented of popiſh plots 
and popiſh murdering principles, at the ſame time violently 
ſuſpect the goſpel, ſurrounded with all its miracles and au- 
thority. 

The many, undoubtedly believe thoſe tales without any 
ill deſign, and I would be glad to attribute them wholly 


to the unpremeditaded yagaries of the mind of man, which 
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ſeems to require ſome object of wonder to toſs about. 
But what ſhall we fay to thoſe ſhocking exemplars of hu- 
man corruption, who betray anger and malevolence againſt 
a perſon, who candidly proves the legends that draw in- 
=_ and the hatred of the public on papiſts to be falſe? 
hat ſhall an honeſt heart think of the champions of 
flander, who deſperately and in agonies ſtruggle with the 
truth, to keep it back from light, when it tends to let 
an Engliſh cathclic taſte of the liberty of conſcience, and 
the ſocial bleflings he ſees round him, and on all ſides with- 
in his reach. For it would be a common conſolation to 
be oppreſſed any where elſe, but in Britain, the land of 
liberty, to be proſecuted for meer ſincerity in religion, has 
ſomething peculiarly diſtreſſing. 
Every one who reads the daily papers, has frequent op- 
28 of obſerving the unwearied labours of this dia- 
lic Tpirit, to poiſon the humanity of the nation, and to 
ſow the ſeeds of proſecution and enmity. The forged 
letters which are the crop of one year, wrote in the cha- 
rafter of popiſh eccleſiaſtics to their friends abroad, in 
which they are with ſtupid malignity made to boaſt of 
the doctrines and practices laid to their charge, would 
make a large volume. Another ingenious contrivance of 
opening popiſh plots, borrowed from the old ſhift of the 
Rage, is to overhear a private diſcourſe, wherein the whole 
myſtery is betrayed. Altho' this kind of groſs juggling 
be well underſtood by the reflecting few, yet it leaves an 
impreſſion on the mind of the croud, and gradually fixes 
thoſe traces that form the mode of thinking, which with- 
out the leaſt proof, is miſtaken for knowledge and cer- 
tainty. Few are ſo ingenious as to reflect, that probably 
the ſame malice and artifice that is apparent in the me- 
thod of propagating the charge, were original inventers 
and parents of it. A humane Chriſtian who takes into 
His account the cruel tendency of thoſe artifices, and the 
conſequences, is puzzled to know who are the objects 
of pity, the accuſers or the accuſed, wronged innocence, 
naturally and as it were by force begets our compaſſion ; 
but the cafe of thoſe loſt men who tempt the public to 
guilt, and who liſt themſelves in the ſervice of the accuſer 
and adverſary of mankind, is alſo humiliating and fearful. 
What conſpicuous images are they of blaſted- and defaced 
humanity, and of the ruined Rate of fallen man. 


Having 
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Having ſhewn in the former part of my diſcourſe, that 
catholics give in their actions the moſt unexceptionable teſti- 
mony of their ſincerity by principle to heretics, that can poſ- 
ſibly be given, let us pals forward to the caſe of John Huſa, 
and to the decrees quoted againſt them from the councils of 
Conſtance and Lateran. In going over thoſe ſubjects, I firſt 
propoſe to prove, that the power aſſumed by the council in 
John Huſs's affair, has been challenged and exerciſed con- 
ſtantly by moſt proteſtant churches, who in ſimilar caſes 
act as the council did, and defend the exerciſe of their 
juriſdiction, juſt as catholics do the conduct of that coun- 
cil: And ſecondly, I will demonſtrate, that in the trial, 
cenſure, and condemnation of Tohn Huſs, the ſafe con- 
duct granted him by Sigiſmund was not violated by the 
council. Having proved theſe two propoſitions, I will 
proceed to conſider the decrees complained of, which are 
attributed to the councils of Conſtance and Lateran. 
The power of inflicting ſpiritual cenſures by virtue of 
commiſſion from Chriſt, is taught, defended, and exer- 


ciſed by almoſt all proteftant ſects on earth. It is out of 


my way to enquire with the Biſhop of Bangor, whether 
ſuch an authority be conſiſtant with the eſſential prin- 
ciples of the reformation; I am only laying before you 
what is, and not what ought to be done. I require only 
your attention to matters of fact. 
The modeſt church of England, excommunicates in the 
name of the Lord, It is true, the enjoys this prerogative un- 
der the ſanction of an act of parliament, but the parliament 
neither meant nor declared that the religion they eſtabliſhed 
by law was merely political, and that they by their own 
ſole authority communicated a power to the clergy to judge 
men, and to expel them from the Church, they only ad- 
ded the legal authority, to a religious ſcheme which they 
judged to be contained in the ſcriptures. But no party of 
chriſtians, ever held up the eccleſiaſtical authority higher 
than the calviniſts. hen that righteous generation had 
beat down the civil power in England in the cauſe of the 
Lord, they perſecuted the eſtabliſhed church with uncom- 
mon rigour. In Scotland, they oppoſed the juriſdiction 
of both king and parliament, and the conſiſtories with 
roman firmneſs, declared their religious prerogative. . When 
the ſurpriſal and ſeizure of king James at Ruthven, in 
1582, in fayour of the clergy, was by advice 2 
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three eſtates of the realm declared to be treaſon, an 
aſſembly of the miniſters and elders at Edinburgh op- 
poſed. them vigorouſly, and ordained all thoſe to be ex- 
communicated, who fſhould defend the declaration of the 
ſtates, The ſynod of Dort, at which were preſent minif- 
ters and ambaſſadors from all the proteſtant princes and re- 
publics in Europe, exerciſed the power of cenſuring doc- 
trines, and of condemning and excommunicating here- 
tics with a witneſs; in conſequence of its decrees, ſome of 
the greateſt men in Holland ſuffered death, a warm perſe- 
cution againſt the Arminians followed over the united pro- 
vinces, and France'in her turn gave an-afylum to heretics. 
Calvin himſelf, with unconquered vigour, ſupported the 
eccleſiaſtical power againſt the ſtate. "The council of two 
hundred at Geneva, had by a decree reſerved the final 
judgment in the cauſes of extommunication, and the ab- 
ſolution of excommunicated” perſons, to the ſenate, One 
Bertelier, who had been before excommunicated, in con- 
ſequence of that decree, petitioned the ſenate to be abfol- 
ved; who accordingly granted him letters of abſolution. 
But Calvin, when he heard it, mounted the pulpit, where 
he announced with great vchemence of voice, and with 
lifted hands, that he himſelf would imitate St. 2 
lame, that he would oppoſe force to force, and rather be 
maſſacred, than preſent the holy myſteries to thoſe who had 
been adjudged unworthy of them. The reſult was, that 
Calvin obligedthe ſenate to reſign their ſpiritual power. 
We find then, that the prerogative of cenſuring doc. 
trines, and of excommunication, are vindicated as a pecu- 
liar eccleſiaſtical authority, by the moſt reſpectable proteſt- 
ant churches; and that they would agree with the council 
of Conſtance, that no priviledge, or ſafe conduct granted 
by the civil power, can make void their divine commiſſion, 
ſo as to free a man from excommunication, who is ſuppo- 
ſed to incur it, or to exempt doctrines really heretical and 
cenſurable, from being condemned; now the council of 
Conſtance proceeded no farther againſt John Huſs, they 
cenſured his doctriues, they declared him an heretic, they 
"excommunicated him, and afterwards they delivered him 
up to the emperor Sigiſnund, who had it then in his pow- 
er to ſave his life, and make good the free conduct he had 
given. I will not take upon me to defend the emperor in 
putting Huſs to death, nor here to enquire TOR 
co 


* 


ifs 


of I 
could be ſuppoſed to be the meaning of the free- conduct he 
obtained, that he ſhould eſcape altho' found guilty by the 
council, we ſhall be better able to. make a judgment of 
that matter preſently; however, it appears very plain ſrom 
the emperor's behaviour and ſpeech to the council, before 
the conviction of Huſs, that he was afraid of the return of 
that unfortunate man to Bohemia, and ſecretly wiſhed for 
his exit. There is not a ſingle opinion of his, ſays Si- 
giſmund, that does not call for the puniſhment af fire. If 
therefore he does not retract all, I am for having him bur- 
ned; and even tho' he ſhould obey the council, I am of 
opinion he ſhould be forbid to preach and teach, or ever to 
ſet foot again in the kingdom of Bohomia,--where he has 
a ſtrong party.” The enterprizes of Ziſta and Taborites 
ſoon after, demonſtrate that the emperor, whether he was 
an honeſt man or no, was no deſpicable politician, and 
that he perfectly comprehended all he had to fear from the 
ſpirit and tendency of Huſs's doctrines. 

Having made it appear beyond all contradiction, that 
the council did not in the exerciſe of their juridiction, 
go beyond the eccleſiaſtical powers that are chalenged and 
aſſumed by the molt reſpeQable proteſtant churches, 
eſpecially the calviniſts, and that the latter, defend 
their ſpiritual authority under a divine commiſſion, juſt 
as the council and all catholicks do, I now proceed to 
demonſtrate, that the ſafe conduct given by Sigiſmund to 
John Huſs, was not at all violated by the council, in his 
trial, or condemnation. 

Upon the very face of this affair, it is plain to the_ 
underſtanding of every one, that the ſafe conduct was 
neither deſired by John Huſs, nor given by Sigiſmund, in 
order to ſecure the former from a tryal, and eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures. But to judge clearly of this affair, let us ſtep 
back, and take a view of the circumſtances neceſſary for 
our information. Here is a copy of the paſport, I have 
taken from £L' Enfant the calvinift writer of the hiſtory of 
the council of Conſtance. 

Sigiſmund, by the grace of God, King of the Romans, 
&c. to all princes as well eccleſiaſtical as ſecular, &c. we 


affectionately recommend to all of you in general, and to 


every one of you in particular, the honourable maſter 
John Huſs, B. D. and A. M. the bearer of theſe preſents, 
going from Bohemia to the council of Conſtance ; whom 


we haye taken into our protection and ſafeguard, and into 
B 4 that 
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that of the empire. Deſiring you when he comes amongſt 
you, to receive him well and entertain him kindly, fur 
niſhing him with all neceſſaries for his diſpatch and ſecu 

rity, whether he goes by land or water, without taking 
any thing from him or his, at his coming or going out, for 
any fort of duties whatſoever; and to let him freely and 
ſecurely paſs, ſojourn, and repaſs, and providing him if 
need be, with good paſports, for the - honour and reſpect 
of his imperial "majeſty. granted at Spire, the 18th of 
October, 1414, the thirty-third of our reign as king of 
Hungary, and in the 5th as king's of the An By or- 
der of the King. 444A 


and underneath, 
Michael de Paiceſt, canon of Breſlaw. 


The very end and deſign for which this paſport was 
granted to John Huſs, and the end which he propoſed in 
his journey to Conſtance, was to take his trial for hereſy, 
In the writing he cauſed to be ſet up at the door of the ro 
palace, directed to the king and queen, before he ſet out, 
or obtained a paſport, he declared his intent to make his 
appearance in the council, where the pope was to preſide, 
and invited every one who ſuſpected him of hereſy, to re- 
pair thither and demonſtrate before the pope and the doctors, 
whether he held and taught any falſe erroneous opinion. 
And in the writing he fixed up at Nurembourg, on the 

Way, he declared he was going to anſwer all things that 

might be laid to his charge at Conſtance, as he did before 

| at a ſynod held by the archbiſhop of Prague, It it evident 

then, that the ſafe-conduct was not deſired by him, nor 

| granted to him with an intent to protect him from a trial 
| and from the judgement of the council, but for that very 

purpoſe, that he might proceed without moleſtation, be tri- 

ed, and adjudged there. So that the ſafe- conduct was in 

no. Wiſt infringed by the trial, condemnation, and cen- 

ſure. He had been publicly accuſed of a crime, he of his 

own accord ſurrendered himſelf to take his trial for it up- 

on the public f.ith, accordingly, no injury was offered him 

until he came under the juriſdiction of the court to which 

he appealed, and he after ſuffered nothing, but what was 

ſtrictly agreeable to the laws of the empire, which he per- 

ſectly knew in that caſe before he went to Conſtance. And 
that this was univerſally ee at that time by all 

: parties 
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parties, is further evident from hence, that all the emper- 
or complained of was, the impriſonment of John Huſs be- 
fore his trial; that neither John Huſs, nor Jerome of 
Prague, charged the council with violating the fafe-con- 
duct, and that in a few years after the hufſites, when they 
had procured a ſufficient protection in writing from the 
council and the emperor, went in perfect ſecurity to the 
council of Baſil, without any ſuſpicion of breach of faith, 
which they muſt have been ſenſible of, if the council had 
been guilty of it. It was when rebellion was in meditation in 
after times, and there appeared a neceſſity of raiſing in the 
breaſts of men an incurable miſtruſt of the church of 
Rome, that this ſcandal appeared uſeful, and was propoga- 
gated. It was laid alſo hold on by the Calviniſt miniſters, 
for the very ſame purpoſe. Vou can now judge, whether the 
emperor did or did not violate the public taith, by the execu- 
tion of Huſs, when you conſider the purport of the ſafe con- 
duct, and that Huſs before his ſurrender, knew the laws of 
the empire, in caſe he ſhould be found guilty of hereſy; for 
my part, the diſcuſſion is a matter of no concern. to me. 

[ believe it appears very clearly to you from what I have 
ſaid, notwithſtanding the diſingenuous clamor of the calvi- 
niſts, that the authority exerciſed by the council, is con- 
formable to the doctrine and practice of moſt proteſtant 
churches, For it muſt be remembered, that the execution 
of John Huſs, was an act of the civil and not eccleſiaſti- 
cal power, and that the council of Conſtance, did not 
any act of theirs, 'violate the ſafe- conduct given to Huſa, 
- unleſs you judge his impriſonment before his trial to be a 
violation of it, which is very immaterial, otherwiſe than 
as it prevented him from abſenting himſelf, and evading an 
open diſcuſſion and trial, when he found it probable he 
ſhould be condemned. However, the calumny againſt the 
council ſerved the ends of thoſe gentlemen, who raiſed and 
eagerly ſupported it for daily bread, and to render a rup- 
ture incurable, that ſecured them the comforts of life; 
when the calviniſt laity were once perſuaded, that catho- 
lies kept no peace with heretics, there was an end of all 
overtures of peace and accomodation, and nothing re- 
mained on their fide, but jealouſy and unceaſing hoſtility. 
Let me here once for all tell you my reaſon for ſingling out 
all along the calviniſts, and when I am more particular the 
calviniſt miniſters, for the great authors and defenders of 
ſlanders againſt papiſts. The other reformed churches in 
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genera], ſet out under the ſanction of the civil power, but 
the calviniſt miniſters, and other fanatics who derive un- 
der them, ſet out upon their own bottom; for the moſt part 
they encountered the civil power, and had no reſourſe but 
in the prejudices and hatred they raiſed in the populace 
_—_ the party they attacked. The outcry againſt the 
SY 


of the church of England, while the great rebellion 
was in meditation, and whilſt it was carried on, was no 
more than the echo, of what the calviniſt miniſters in 
France raiſed againſt the national clergy there. Their re- 
ſource to arm the populace was every where flander, and 
the papiſts felt it more only, dns were moſt in 
their way. Let us now turn our attention to the doctrine 
_ atttributed by proteſtants to the council of Conſtance, and 
to the fourth council of Lateran. 0 
Tbere are two decrees complained of by proteſtants, 
which they attribute to the council of Conſtance. I have 
taken copies of them from L' Enfant. I have alſo taken 
a of the decree charged to' the council of Lateran 
from Collier. I will read them firſt, and then we will 
conſider them. 
I. The preſent ſynod (of Conſtance) declares, that 
ſafe-condu&t granted by the emperor, kings, and 
other temporal princes to heretics or perſons: accuſed of 
hereſy, in hopes of reclaiming them, ought not - to be of 
any prejudice'ts the catholic faith, or to the eccleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction; nor to hinder, but ſuch perſons may, and 
ought to be examined, judged, and puniſhed, according 
as juſtice ſhall require, if thoſe heretics ſhall refuſe to re- 
-voke their errors, even tho* they ſhould not have come 
thither; and the perſon who ſhall have promiſed them ſe- 
curity, ſhall not in this caſe be obliged to keep his pro- 
miſe, by whatſoever tie he may be engaged, when he has 
— — power to do.“ 
I am now to read the ſecond decree imputed to this 
council. 2. Whereas, there are certain perſons, either 
ill diſpoſed or otherwiſe, beyond what they ought to be, 
who in ſecret and in public, traduce not only the emper- 
or, but the ſacred council, ſaying, or inſinuating, that 
the ſafe · conduct granted to John Huſs, an arch-heretic-of 
damnable memory, was baſely violated, contrary to all the 
rules of honour and juſtice, tho“ the ſaid John Huſs, by 
obſtinately attacking the catholic faith in the manner he 
did, rendered himſelf unworthy of any manner of ſafe- 
f Con- 
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conduct and privilege, and although, according to the natu- 
ral, divine, and human laws, no promiſe ought to have 
been kept with him, to the prejudice. of the catholic faith, 
the ſacred ſynod- declares by theſe preſents, that the ſaid 
emperor did with regard to John Huſs, what he might and 
ought to have done, notwithſtanding bis ſafe- conduct, and 
forbids all the faithful in general, and every one of them in 
particular, of what dignity, degree, pre-eminence, or con- 
dition, ſtate, or ſex, they may be, to ſpeak evil in any 
manner either of the council, or of the king, as to what 
paſſed in regard to John Huſs, on pain of being puniſhet 
without remiſſion, as favourers of heretics, and perſons 
guilty of high-treaſon. .“. f 


Now we come to the obnoxious canon charged to the 


ſourth council of Lateran. 191 

« Let ſecular powers be addrefled, and ſolicited, and 
if need be, compelled by eccleſiaſtical cenſures, to take 
an oath to uſe their utmoſt endeayours, to. exterminate all 
heretics out of their territories; and that for the future, 
all perſons without exception, at their firſt promotion or 
acoeſſion to any ſpiritual or temporal juriſdiction, ſhall be 
obliged to ſwear this canon. And if any temporal lord 
ſhall refuſe to purge his country from heretical pravity, af- 
ter he has been advertiſed and admoniſhed by the church 
ſo to do, he ſhall be excommunicated by the metropolitan 
and his ſuffragans; and in caſe he contemns the diſcipline 
of the church, and refuſes to make ſatisfaction with- 
in a year, his contumacy is to be certified to the pope, 


who upon ſuch information, ſhall declare his vaſlals or 


ſubjects abſolyed from their allegiance, invite the catho- 
lics to ſeize the country, and enjoy it after the expul- 
ſion of the heretics, with a proviſo however, for ſaving 
the right of the ſovereign of the fee, upon condition that 
the chief lord gives no diſcouragement to the enterprize, 
nor throws in any obſtruction to prevent the executian 
of the canon. The fame method of diſcipline, is like- 
* to be obſerved towards thoſe who have no ſuperior 
d.“ : 

I muſt aſk leave to break from the order I read them in, 
and ſpeak firſt to the two laſt, becauſe they have no man- 
ner of authenticity, and it is out of the power of argu- 
ment to bring them into any degree of credit. The laſt 
of the thiee aſcribed to the fourth council of Lateran, is 

not found in any copy coeyal-with the council, but is, 2 
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Collier in the fifth book of his firſt volume of eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory, tranſcribed from a later record. In fact, it was 
firſt produced to light by a german, ſome hundreds of years 
after the time of the council, who found it in a manu- 
ſcript compiled by ſomebody he knew not who. Neither was 
the ſecond decree I read, which is attributed to the coun- 
<il of conſtance, found: in any printed or authentic col- 
JeRion. It is only tranſcribed by L Enfant the calviniſt 
writer, from a manuſcript copy found in the Vienna library. 
What renders theſe two deecrees utterly trifling and 
Impertinent, and ought to have ſilenced every objection 
concerning them is, that the catholics reject them, a few 
popiſh ſchoolmen indeed, Bellarmine, Mariana, Suarez, 
and Sanctorellus, gave credit to the act aſcribed to the 
fourth council of Lateran, juſt as ſome catholics were im- 
poſed upon by the fable of pope Joan, and reaſoning agree- 
able thereto, gave countenance to the depoſing power, un- 
der ſeveral reſtrictions however, which proteſtant writers 
Nhamefully paſs over in ſilence, that reduce the depoſing 
potver to much narrower bounds, than proteſtants them 
"elves ſet to it. Yet theſe ſchoolmen were in their own 
church looked upon as the Calvins, theKnoxes, and Bucha- 
-nans of popery. Their prepoſitions were condemned in 
the univerſities of Paris, Valentia, Tholouſe, Poictiers, 
Bourdeaux, Bourges, Rheims, and Caen. In the year 
1626, the ſacred faculty at Paris condemned the propoſi- 
tion of Sanctorellus, that the pope could depoſe kings guil- 
ty of hereſy, and declared it to be new, falſe, erroncous, 
[contrary to the word of God, calculated to bring an odi- 
um on the ſee of Rome, to impair the ſupreme civil autho- 
-rity that depends on God alone, and to diſturb the public 
tranquillity. I may be aſked how came the catholic univer- 
Cities, and the faculty of divinity at Paris, to riſe up againſt 
the direct conſequences of this canon, even before the 
do hand of time diſcovered it to be ſpurious. 

To anſwer this queſtion I muſt abſerve, that there 


are two principles at the foundation of. popery, that give 


men light into their duty, both to the eccleſiaſtical 
power, and to the commonwealth. - The one is, that 


the ſupreme power in all civil ſocieties, whether lodged in 


the hands of one, or of the many, is derived immediate- 


iy from God, and ſubject to him alone; and the other is, 
that the authority of the pope, and even of the whole 
church, is confined to matziers of faith and morality; and 
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that her juriſdition is purely ſpiritual, ' infomuch that 
churchmen cannot accept of temporal authority, otherwiſe 
than by becoming temporal ſovereigns or magiſtrates, and 
deriving their civil powers, under the temporal ſuprema- 
cy. That is, they cannot graft what belongs to the tem- 
poral power into the divine ſpiritual commiſſion, and alter 
the boundaries God ſet to each. Therefore, all the acts 
of pope or council, concerning the prerogatives or diſpo- 
tion of civil government, are extrajudicial, and beyond the 
limits of their ſphere; and were this ſpurious decree that 
is fathered upon the fourth council of Lateran genuine, 
it would only prove to reflecting catholics, that the fathers 
of that council ſtrayed beyond the limits, within which 
only they themſelves pretend to power and infallibility. 
Nothing can put what I ſay in a clearer light than the re- 
ception the council of Trent has met with. Its decifions 
of faith are received by all catholics, and it wonld be 
avowed hereſy, to refuſe them; but many of its canons 
and conſtitutions which regard matters different from faith, 
are not received to this day in-many catholic countries, and 
yet this refuſal is not in the nopith church accounted dif- 
obedience, but the right and prerogative of temporal 
power. 
"Theſe two great and radical principles of popiſh ſub- 
jection, can never be ſuppreſſed. The univerſities I men- 
tioned a while ago decided agreeable ro them. In the 
1682, a general aſſembly of the clergy of France publiſh- 
ed a declaration, by which they aſſert that the pope's power 
is purely ſpiritual, and that he has no authority directly 
or indirectly, over the civil or temporal concerns of prin- 
ces. After the death of Sebaſtian king of Portugal, Phil- 
lip king of Spain claimed the ſucceſſion, as ſeveral other 
princes did, under ſeveral titles. Pope Paul IV. endea- 
voured to have the cauſe of the competitors tried before 
himſelf, but the king of Spain having conſulted the moſt 
famous divines of the kingdom, they declared, that the 
pope had no juriſdiction or authority in the deciſion of 
worldly poſſeſſions, becauſe all power and juriſdiction that 
concern temporal affairs, belong tothe ſupreme civil authority. 

T hat the depoſing power is refuted with invincible ar- 
guments, and condemned in the courſe of divinity in all 
the univerſities in France, I appeal to all the tracts of di- 
vinity taught in the French univerfitics. They are publicly 
printed, and nothing is eaſter than to confute me if I do 
2 not 
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not ſpeak the truth. I particularly appeal to the courſe 
taught uſually in the univerſity of Paris, entitled Præleci- 
ones Theologice de eccleſia Chriſti, quas in Scholis Sorbonicis 
babuit Honoratus Tournelly, tome 2. and article 4. wherein 
eceleſiaſtics are inſtructed to explode the depoſing power, 
and to inculcate ſubjection and fealty to heathen or heretic 
princes. There are ſome thouſands of them to be ſold at 
the bookſellers ſhops in Paris. and I have more than once 
ſeen them on the ſtalls in London. 

When the pope's bull was publiſhed againſt queen Eli- 
zabeth, the catholic clergy then in England could not aſ- 
ſemble, but their principals ſuggeſted to the catholic no- 
blemen and gentlemen what they had to do. They did not 
await to repel the bull with arguments only, they offered to 
defend' her with their lives againſt the pope or any other 
popiſh invader, and the catholics of England have con- 

ftantly made the ſame declaration of their principles down 

to this 


In — they are the proteſtants only. who attempt 
to give theſe two decrees any authenticity, and to eſtabliſn 
them for popiſh canons. If indeed the papiſts held. them, 
or aſſented to them, then proteſtants have cauſe to fear 
their operation, but for heavens ſake gentlemen, what miſ- 
chief has any perſon to apprehend from canons, which 
no papiſt in England believes or aſſents to? After all the 
pains L' Enfant took to give ſome appearance of legitima- 
ey to the decree he found in the manuſcript of Vienna, is 
it not a ſatisfactory anſwer from a papiſt, and fully ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify his principles on that head to ſay. I am 
ſill perf this decree is ſpurious, your expoſition of it is 
directly contrary to the doctrine of the church, which is, 
that I am indiſpenfably obliged to keep faith with heretics, 
with heathens, and even. atheiſts.” If indeed, ſince all 
catholics on earth profeſs and aſſert that they are obliged 
to keep faith with heretics, the deciſion and practice of the 
council of Conſtance were produced, toprove that thecoun- 
cil wanted infallibility, it would have the appearance of 
argument, but they never can be produced to prove, that 
the paſt or preſent race of catholics believed or taught te- 
nets, which do not believe nor teach, and the reverſe 
of which th udly publiſn in their controverſies, their 
catechiſms, their rules of faith, and ſchool- divinity. It 


is certain that chriſtians had not any council ſince, better 
authenticated than that of the in Jeruſalem, 0p 
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I aſk you gentlemen, are the decrees of that council ſuffi. 
cient to perſuade mahometans or heathens at this day, that 
it is a principle of chriſtianity, to abſtain from blood, or 
from things ſtrangled ? No records, however venerable or 
authentick, are of any validity to make a doctrine pals ſor 
mens belief, which they do not believe, or toprove that 
3 to what they maintain poſitively to be falſe. 
us now canvaſs the decree of the council of Con- 

ſtance which is authentic, and received by catholics. It 
is the firſt I recited, There it is aſſerted, that every ſaſe- 
conduct granted by the ſecular power to heretics, or to per- 
ſons accuſed of hereſy, ought not to be of any prejudice to 
the catholic faith, or to the eccleſiaſtical juriſdichonz nor 
to hinder, but ſuch perſons ought to be examined, j 
and puniſhed as juſtice ſhall require And that the civil ma- 
giſtrate is not obliged to keep his promiſe. Seeing that he has 

engaged beyond the extent of his authority, provided he 
has done all in his power to keep that promiſe. The ſample 
meaning of the decree is readily underſtood, by every one who 
has an ideaof the independant power challenged by moſtchri- 
ſtian ſects and parties, to try and cenſure heretics and hereſy. 

But ſome proteſtants confound the obvious meaning of 
this decree, in order to find in it a liberty given to catho- 
lics to break faith with heretics, and to cancel the fealty 
they owe to a proteſtant- government. Here, Mr. Preſident, 
is a comment with a witneſs. But unfortunately for the com- 
ment, the expreſs words of the decree. are di 
- the reverſe, for it declares the magiſtrate freed from his 
promiſe only, after he has done all in his power to fulfil it. 

Whenever we ſee men labour with obſtinacy againſt the 
cleareſt deciſions of reaſon, and proof againſt all convic- 
tion, we may ſafely conclude there is at bottom ſome intereſt 
that-warps them; and I believe it is pretty obvious to eve- 
ry man, who is ſufficiently clear of prejudice to judge 
calmly in this matter, that the calviniſt miniſters who de- 
fend this perverſe meaning againſt the expoſition of catho= 
lics themſelves, would be unwilling to believe an angel 
from heaven, or the fathers of the council themſelves, it 


they ſhould ariſe from the 'dead to determine their own 
meaning and principles. The fathers of the council of 
Conſtance did actually determine, and publiſh their ſenſe 
and principles on this very head, and continue to this day to 
publiſh them to the world. Let me lay open to you this 
circumſtance, which deſerves ſo much to be taken —— 


(3a) 
of, and covers with ſhame all thoſe who endeavour to make 
the council of Conſtance favour breach of faith to heretics. 

Amongſt the principles of the Flagellants, a ſect cen- 
ſured by this council, L'Enfant recites the following 17, 
«© That although all oaths, after what manner ſoever ta- 
ken were prohibited, yet it was better the Flagellants 
ſhould be ſworn, and foreſworn before the inquiſition, than 
that they ſhould betray themſelyes and their brethren, ſee- 
ing that perjury might be expiated by Flagellation.” I 
mention this - tenet, becauſe the act of the council I am 
juſt going to produce ſeems to have a view to it. 

There was a bull publiſhed by the authority of the 
council, and ſent to all the countries ſuſpected of hereſy, 
which in the acts of the council of Conſtance, publiſhed 
at Haguenau in 1500, bears this title, The errors of 
Wickliff of England and of John Huſs of Bohemia, con- 
demned in the general council of Conſtance.” In the bull it 
is actually recited to be granted with the approbation of the 
council, (facro approbante concilio) in the future editions, 
it is entitled the Bull of Martyr V, approving the condem- 
nation paſſed upon the errors of Wickliff and Huſs by the 
council of Conſtance. Amongſt the queſtions put for a teſt 
to ſuſpected perſons in this bull, are the followlng : © Whe- 
ther he believes, that it is not lawful to ſwear in any 
caſe. Whether he does not think, that all wilful perjury 
committed upon any occaſion whatſoever, for the preſer- 
vation of one's life, or another man's, or even for the ſake 
2 Faith, is a mortal fin?” Here then this very council 

at is impeached of teaching, or at leaſt countenancing 
breach of faith for the ſake of religion, has made it ex- 
preisly a term of catholic communion, that men muſt 
not perjure themſelves for the ſake of the faith, While the 
original accuſers of the council of Conſtance, with a view 
of preſerving their new power over their followers, to 
prepoſſeſs them with eternal enmity and an incurable jea- 
louſy of catholics, and to ſecure to themſelves by doing 
fo heir daily bread, were torturing a principle out of a 
canon. of that council, .by which they made catholics 
allow of perjury and breach of faith for the ſake of their 
church ; the fathers of the council themſelves, by a wri- 
ting left to the peruſal of all generations, in expreſs 
terms, about whoſe meaning there is no doubt or miſtake, 

exclude out of their church thoſe who hold that very 

_ doctrine, and make it a mark of ſeparation from popery. 
L Enfant acknowledges, that the canon and the bull are 
- 5 ur 
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inconſiſtent, that is, however, allowing the canon in the 
ſenſe he explains it; but he ought in common honeſty to 
have acknowledged that the bull, in the moſt ſatisfactory 
and explicit manner, removed all ſurmiſes and ſuſpicions 
of an evil meaning in the canon, ſince doubtful expreſs 
ſions are always cleared up by a full explanation of the 
meaning of thoſe who uſed them, and where two paſſages 
under the ſame authority ſeem inconſiſtent, the obicure 
ought always to be explained by that which is clear, ex- 
preſs, and deciſive, and not that which is clear and de- 
ciſive by the obſcure. Let me obſerve, moreover, that 
this bull, whoſe authenticity was never diſputed, is a 
collateral teſtimony of the greateſt weight, that the ca- 
non found by L'Infant in the Vienna copy, but which is 
found in no authentic copy of the canons of that coun- 
cil, is ſpurious and contradictory to the ſentiments of the 
fathers who compoſed the council. You will alſo obſerve 
from it, that the ſenſe of the fathers was exactly the ſame 
papiſts contend for at this day, and that they who nowaſſert 
that papiſts are obliged to keep faith with heretics even where 
the intereſts of the church are concerned, ſpeak no more 
than the expreſs doctrine of that council. What a ter- 
rible and confounding evidence is this bull, againſt the 
miſrepreſenters of the council of Conſtance, and of the 
principles of papiſts! I will make no further animadver- 
fions upon the ſpirit of detraction and falſehood that ſug- 
geſted the charge, becauſe it is infamous to human nature. 
As a man I muft bluſh for it, while I am obliged to expoſe 
it, with a view if poſſible to ſave one party "of mankind 
from the unjuſt malevolence and injuries of another. And 
here I ſolemnly proteſt, I would never enter on this diſ- 
quiſition, nor lay open a kind of guilt that humbles hu- 
man nature ſo low, and is ſufficient to give an honeſt 
man an averſion to his ſpecies, if the laws againſt papiſts 
in theſe nations did not deny them the liberty of enter- 
ing into a proof of their innocence. "The writers againſt 
the Freethinker in the Ledger, obſerved, that papiſts were 
dalated to the magiſtrate, as criminals and enemies to 
the Britiſh government; that is, there is no trial or proof 
made that they are enemies to the Britiſh government. 
Thus are they cut off from all other plea, but what di- 
vine truth and a free enquiry makes in their favour to the 
humage heart; and an appeal from particular and paſ- 
fionate laws, to the generous ſpirit of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, and to the — laws of eternal TE 
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Tr hether the popiſh pricf who are condemned 
to perpetual Impriſonment m England, and 


the papiſts who ju fbf off forfeitures, and 6 
the other © 4, ve popiſh laws in Ireland, 


. be 11 their mere mode of worſhip 2 


puniſhing of men for their mode of worſhip in 
proteſtant ſtate, carries with it a plain unavoid- 
able —— for as it implies, that men are 
juſtly puniſhable for diſſenting from the eſtabliſhed church, 
it condemns the proteſtant cauſe in its origin, and de- 
clares it guilty of all: the blood-ſhed, civil wars, deſolations, 
and malevolence of party, that enſued upon the reforma- 
tion. This conſequence will be admitted by few prote- 
ſtants who think it neceſſary to defend the reformation z 
to avoid it, they generally agree in theſe nations, eſpe- 
cially ſince Mr. Te wrote his 1 — treatiſe on tole- 
ration, that the plaguing of men for worſhiping God 
in the manner they think moſt e to him, 1s cruel 
and unjuſt, But ſhall they then lift up their hands to 
heaven, and at the ſame time acknowledge, we are 
this crime, and we are reſolved to be ſo? To avoid the di- 
na of condemning the reformation, or themſelves, the 
proſecutors of popery in . theſe iſlands, charge papiſts with 
doctrines inconſiſtent with the ſafety of proteſtant ſtates, 
and to hide the appearance of perſecution, end that 
papis are puniſhed for thoſe doctrines. anſwer to 


which, 
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the laws in theſe iſlands for their mode of worſhip only, 
and not on account of the doctrines: pernicious to. ſociet 
objected to them. I have committed my thoughts on this 
head to writing, to aſſiſt my memory, becauſe I divide my 
proofs: into different heads. It is ſomething in their fa- 
your, that they are writen-in the tract of Mr. Locke on to- 
leration, and that I have in ſeveral places cloſely copied 
his thoughts. 

1. There are many cogent reaſons: for concluding that 
papiſts are not enemies to the form of our government. 
They are certainly the parents: of this conſtitution, and 
ſtruggled manfully for liberty, with powerful and heroic 
monarchs for ages. It is. equally true, that the papiſts 
of France and Flanders, where the Engliſh prieſts are 
moſtly educated, as heartily abjure the depoſing power as 
the proteſtants of England; and all papiſts contend that 
faith is to be kept with heretics, which appears to be a 
principle of the papiſts of England and Ireland, by the 
higheſt teſtimony: that can be given by men in this world 
of any principle. From all which I will here only in- 
fer, that there atiſes a high degree of probability, that 
his majeſty's popiſh ſubjects, are not guilty of holding 

ous principles objected. to them, 

2. In the execution of the laws againſt popery, there is 
no proof offered, or required, that the papiſt holds any tenets 
inconſiſtent with the fafety of the couſtitution, or that are 
dangerous to the government. All the proof required 
againſt him is, that he is a papiſt or a popiſh prieſt. If 
in this caſe they be condemned for tenets dangerous to the 
government,, they are condemned for crimes untried, un- 
proved, where à high probability lies that they ate not 
guilty, which is not only inconfiſtent with the government of 

ws, but is a flat contradiction to the Britiſh conſtitution, 
that allows no man to be condemned, or to ſuffer for 2 
crime until the crime be proved, and evidence heard to it. 

3. If words or laws have any meaning, a popiſh eccle- 
Calkic is condemned for being a popiſh clergyman, a papiſt in 
England pays double taxes, or in Ireland forfeits his eſtate 
come to him by will, or by proximity of blood, and is ſub- 


ject to a variety of ſnares and evils, for being a papiſt; g 


thereſore he is expreſsly fined, plundered, or impriſoned, 
for his mode of worfhip paid to God, without the conſi- 
deration of any other crime. For undoubtedly, that action 
vl C 2 Which 


which, I propoſe to prove, that papiſts are puniſhod by 
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which incurs the puniſhment, and without which a man 
is not puniſhed, is the crime for which he ſuffers, © + 
4. When a papiſt becomes a proteſtant, he may openly 
avow the depoſing and king-killing. doctrine with the 
late purifan writers, and boaſt of it; he may teach per- 
ſecution as loudly as Calvin or Knox, — practice it 
with the methodiſts; he may ſet up a tub at Moorfields, 
and preach that no faith, pact, or friendſhip, ſhould ſub- 
ſiſt between the ſaints and the idolatrous Canaanites, or 
the followers of antichriſt, meaning by theſe obnoxious 
terms the papiſts and the members of the eſtabliſhed church 
of England; notwithitanding, he ſhall be freed from the 
popery laws. All that is neceſſary to render him innocent, 
is, chat he abjure popery ; which is a demonſtration, that 
he is not perſecuted for thoſe tenets, but merely for his 
worſhip to God. | 
- 5. If he has defended the king and the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, at the hazard of his life, againſt popiſh powers, 
and even againſt the pope and pretender, and at home, 
ſuffered penalties and forfeitures in conſequence of his 
ſincerity to a proteſtant government, yet, if he goes to 
maſs, and worthips God in the popiſn manner, he is 
liable to the laws againſt papery. | | 
6. It is repugnant to our ideas of juſtice, deſtructive to the 
bonds of ſociety and ſubverſive of the government of laws, 
to ſuppoſe papiſts are puniſhed in theſe nations for dangerous 
tenets. The legiſlature has carefully provided expreſs pu- 
niſhments for thoſe who are guilty of rebellion, of ſedition, 
or even of unlawful riots ; but you will fay it is the buſineſs 
of the magiſtrate, not only to puniſh ſuch offences, but thoſe 
men yho inculcate them by precept. I grant it, but the pa- 
piſts publicly deny thoſe doctrines, and condemn them as 
wicked. By what right or juſtice then are catholics puniſhed 
for principles which they do not practiſe, and which 
they do not profeſs ? And if magiſtrates may puniſh 
them in this manner, of what uſe is the government of 
laws, of what ſecurity can ſociety yield, ſeeing that every 
man upon earth, how innocent ſoever, may by this prece- 
dent be puniſhed for a crime, or a principle he does not 
practiſe, and does not abet? I do not here complain of want 
of liberty, although it be the birth- right of every Britiſh 
ſubjeA, who has not forfeited it by his proper actions; hut 
of an open breach of the inalienable rights of ſociety. 


Papiſts, ſays a writer in the Ledger, are dilated to the a 
toi | 2 2 magile, 
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magiſtrate as criminals. For what? Becauſe they are 
enemies to the conſtitution. That would be unnatural ' 


indeed in Engliſh papiſts, who are undeniably the parents 


and primitive guardians of this happy conſtitution, But 
what has the papiſt done againſt it, or are there no laws 
provided againft rebels or diſturbers of the peace? He has 


actually done nothing againſt the government, but he holds 
dangerous tenets, Has it been legally proved upon him 


that he profeſſed and taught thoſe dangerous tenets ? It is 


impoſſible to make ſuch a proof, becauſe he profeſſes no ſuch 
principles, but on the contrary aſſerts he does not believe 
them, Is it not evident then, that thoſe tenets are the tenets 
of his accuſers, and that if he be puniſhed for them, he is 
abſolutely denied the common rights and ſecurity of ſo- 
ciety, which in turn may be denied in the ſame manner to 
any other religious party, altho' they be guilty of no crime, 
but their private religious worſhip ? therefore it would be 
ſubverſive of juſtice, of ſociety, and the government of 
laws, as well as of common ſenſe, to ſuppoſe the papiſts 
in theſe iſlands are by the ſtatutes made againſt them, pu- 
niſhed for dangerous tenets. | 

From theſe propoſitions it is clear, that papiſts ſuffer 


not in theſe realms for any other crime, than that of pay- 
ing to the divinity that worſhip which they think 'moſt 


acceptable to him; whether ſuch puniſhment be perſe- 
cution or no, I muſt leave to the deciſion of people better 
verſed in definitions than I am. It is equally obvious; 
that theſe laws were not made for the ſake of truth, or 
the ſalvation of papiſts. Firſt, becauſe penal or aggrieving 
laws are not calculated to convict men, but to worry them 
out of truth and fincerity : Secondly, becauſe people who 
are plagued or teazed out of the religion of their con- 
ſcience, are very criminal, altho* they quit the worſe, 
and make an external profeſſion of the better religion: 
Thirdly, becauſe the men who make or who enforce thoſe 
laws, take no pains to convert pagans or mahometans, 
who cover the greater part of the earth oy far, and whoſe 
religions have as little ſafety as popery-: Fourthly, becauſe 
they puniſh not the profligates and deiſts who in general 
profeſs themſelves proteſtants, who are as much enemies 
to chriſtianity as a ſincere pious papiſt, and ought to be 
their firſt care: Fifchly, becauſe. they are negligent of con- 
verting papiſts by the moſt effectual means, a correct 
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chriſtian liſe; and ſhewing them the influence of pure 
chriſtianity on their own practice. And laftly, becauſe 
by oppoſing the magiſtrate to popery, and appealing to 
the conviction of ,puniſhment, they demonttrate, that 
they lay no great ſtreſs on the truth of their cauſe, When 
you put thoſe two concluſions together; firſt, that papiſts 
are really puniſhed for their mode of worſhip; and fe- 
condly, that they are not puniſhed for the ſake of truth, 
or the good of their ſalvation, you will be puzzled to hnd 
an adequate cauſe for'this obſcure malevolence ; you will 
be yet further perplexed, when you-obſerve, that the popery 
laws are a direct contradiction to the puritan principles of 
ſubjection and government. We will take it for granted, 
that when the people entered into ſociety, they transferred 
to the government the powers it holds, with a view to 
enjoy their own poſſeſſions and lives in ſecurity and eaſe, 
But it cannot be ſuppoſed, that they transferred to their go- 
ver nors, a power to diſturb them in their opinions and 
worſhip, or to influence their perceptions, their belief, 
aſſent, or conviction, Therefore, every government who 
acknowledges to have received its power from the people, 
and who attempts to puniſh, to fine, or impriſon the ſub- 
ject for mere matters of faith, to ſpeak in Waller's phraſe, 
ſeeths the lamb in the mother's milk; that is, makes uſe 
of the authority the people gave them, which was intend- 
ed for — ſecurity and to rob them of ſe- 
curity and property. | 

"This argument falls particularly heavy on the prote- 
Kants of a neighbouring kingdom, Who rave of liberty, 
and the original contract, at the ſame time, that their 
perſeeuting ſpirit has turned that fertile country into an 
unpeopled waſte, and filled all the nations in Europe 
with its inhabitants. A modeſt man finds a difficulty in 
ſpeaking of the religious oppreſſion in that nation; for 
will any one who bas not ſeen the face of the country, 
believe that Tartary, the dreary region of the Samoids, 
and the untilled Savannahs of America, only upon the 
earth reſemble it; and that it is diſtinguiſhed from all 
the nations in Europe, by the marks of deſolating reli- 
gious maleyolence ; yet the fact is itrictly ſo . It is 2 


— 
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in reply to this aſſertion, it is ſaid, men in the kingdom / 
I ſpeak of lay waſte their land for the general ſake of _— 


market, that agric 
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the papiſts are not hanged or burned for their religion in 


that kingdom, they are only buffeted down to wretched. 
nefs and poverty, by a ſyſtem of laws ingeniouſiy fitted to 
chaſe them into miſery, and then to tempt them by avarice 
out of their fincerity, Pride, diſobedience to parents, and 
almoft every vice of human nature, are employed there to 
prevent the growth of popery, and to defend the proteſtan 
cauſe. It is hardly credible, that a people exiſts ſo inſen- 
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patho proteſtants as well as papiſts paſture their grounds; true, 
but this explication does not invalidate the charge, bui remove it 
out of preſent view; the thinneſs of inhabitants at preſent ten- 
ders improvement and agriculture to a confiderable extent im- 
1 make it elgible and indeed abſolutely necef- 
ry to all denominations-to paſture their grounds, I do not 
mean that even the labouring hands in that Kingdom are em- 
ployed, or that wages are high, but that for want of a la 
Ready conſumption, which a multitude of inhabitants w 
make, a little plenty in the article of corn fo overſtocks. the 
Aue is a dangerous employment. In fact, 
they have not conſumer? at home for an extentive. agriculture, 
and if they had a market opened to them in other countries, 
they have not hands to till the ground. Both of which are 
the obvious effects of the religious oppreſſion in that nation, 
as it muſt appear to any man who has travelled t h France, 
Spain and Germany, where he meets with multitudes of the 
natives of that kingdom ſcattered by the fury of the popery- 
laws. It is altogether amazing to think that Great Britain 
looks on careleſsly, while her ſubjects are worried into exile, 
who, if we ſuppoſe them uſeleſs at home in every other light, 
would forever — a balance of power, and ſecure the eſta- 
bliſhed church, and the dependance of that important part 
of the Britiſh empire. It 1s no lefs matter of curiofity, why 
the preſbyterian party of 1, againſt their own prin- 
ciple of liberty, and in direct oppofition to every view of 
intereſt, have entered into an obſtinate and unanimous ſcheme 
of ſeverity, which they are conſcious muſt drive great num- 
bers of papiſts out of that kingdom. If the bill brought into 
the houſe the laſt ſ—ſfſ—ns of pt there, by a m—be=r, 
who is very remarkable for his indignant ſenſe of the depen- 
dance of I—l—d, had paſſed into a law, it is certain that 
the bulk of the popiſh tradeſmen and artizans would be obli- 
-ged to ſeek for bread among the moſt dangerous enemies to 
our trade, and leave that kingdom almott an empty theatre for 


. : 
preſbyterians, able | 
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ſible to the ſentiments of natural virtue and juſtice, which 
all mankind feel, as to ſtrip an orphan. of his paternal 
inheritance, becauſe his father was an honeſt man, and 
obeyed the dictates of his conſcience, or can a ftranger to 
the men who enacted theſe laws, imagine, that they make 
à great rout about liberty, and cenſure loudly popiſh per- 
ſecution. Dean Swift ſays ſomewhere, that a Tory in 
J---l---d would make a good Whig in England. But, 
notwithſtanding the paſſionate things I---ſh proteſtants 
ſpeak of the original contract and the pangs they feel for 
erde of the people, the popery laws there make a 
full diſcovery of their hypocriſy, and demonſtrate that 
they are not really friends to liberty; that in truth all they 
aim at is ſuch an independence as will convey into their 
hands the liberty of tyrannizing, and that the doctrine of 
the original contract is not defended by them with a view 
to generous freedom, but only as a proteſt in favour of 
future enterprizes. You eaſily comprehend that it is not 
the doctrine I cenſure ; but the hypocriſy. The natural 
equality of man, whether it ever exiſted on earth or no 
is an idea that ſtamps the hearts of the millions of man- 
kind with dignity. What I find fault with, is the pro- 
ſtitution of this noble idea by a ſet of men who have en- 
tered into the moſt ingenious ſyſtem of ſpiteful tyranny 
that ever plagued the human race. An inquiſition would 
at once mercifully chace the papiſts out of the kingdom, 
and pity would open them an aſylum in the neighbourin 
nations. But at preſent they are ſuffered to walk about 
deliberately fated by a variety of laws to miſery and inſult. 
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Why has not the popular hatred of proteſiants 
to papiſis in the Britiſh iſlands ſubfided, as 
in Holland and Germany? 


Mr, PRESIDERNr, 


F the enquiry were, why the ſpirit of violence againſt 
catholics ceaſed in Holland and the proteſtant ſtates of 


y, I would anſwer without heſitation, - becauſe the 
reformed preachers acquired legal ſettlements, their power 
and office are determined, - their flocks are of the- religion 
of the government, theſe preachers do not fear catholics, 
neither have they any thing further to hope for, therefore 
they ſuffer the tempers and paflions of their followers to 
ſettle: but the queſtion is, why the calm that ſucceeded in 
Germany and. Holland to the firſt tranſports of grow - 
and zeal againſt catholics, has not extended to the briti 
iſlands, and why papiſts who there enjoy the rights of ſocie- 
ty, are ſingled out here to the hatred of the crowd, and to 
the proſecution of laws, however upright and peaceable 

their demeanor. be, To anſwer this queſtion, I mult trace 


the original ſprings of the popular animoſity to catholics 
in England, and enquire into the reaſons for keeping it 


The 


alive to this day, 
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The popular hatred to roman catholics in England, did 
not ariſe from the clergy as in other reformed nations, for 
the natural temper of the church of England is a mild un- 

ing charity, the popular odium here aroſe from the 
court. I will give you its hiſtory from its origin to its pre- 
ſent ſtate in a few words. King Henry VIII. and his tool 
Cromwell found it neceflary to render the popiſh clergy ob- 
jets of public diſefteem and hatred, in order to palliate the 
ſeizure of the monaſtery lands, which endowed fo many hou- 
ſes thro? the nation, wherein the poor in their diſtreſſes found 
relief. Every one who is acquainted with the tranſactions of 
that reign, knows ſomething of the impoſtures and artifices 
made uſe of by that ſubtle miniſter, to ſmooth his paſſ: 
to the invaſion of the poſſeſſions of the church. The aver- 
ſion raiſed upon that occaſion to the religious, was after- 
wards eaſily transfered to the religion itſelf in Edward's 
and Elizabeth's reign. Queen Elizabeth had her ſeperate 
reaſons for oppreſſing popery : ſhe judged it to be unfriend- 
by to her peculiar intereſts. There were it is certain ſome 
plots carried on by papiſts againſt her, but then obſerve 
the mighty.change-in-the eſtabliſhed national worthip, .ſhe 
ventured to bring about publicly in the face of a catholic 
kingdom; and the ſolidity and eaſe with which ſhe effected 
her deſign, if you compare the whole to the occurrences that 
happened in the reigns of king Charles the fixſt, and of his 
two ſons Charles and James the ſecond, you will immedi- 
ately be ſenſible of the prevalence of the popiſh principle 
of obedience to the conftitution. The weakly and thin ef- 
forts to reſiſt her, will demonſtrate to you the general loy- 
alty of catholies to princes they believe to be heretics; and 
the cauſe of your wonder will be, how religious principle 
was able to bridle the reſentments, and counteract the ſeli-· 
intereſt of the bulk and ſtrength of the nation; and that 
fo few yielded to their paſſions and -provocations; for ca- 
tholics feel injuries juſt like proteſtants, and would act as 
they do under grievances, if their principles had not inter- 
vened. When proteſtant hiſtorians review the events brought 
about by her miniftry, they are amazed at their ſucceſs, 
becauſe they have not an idea of the principles of the:ſyb- 
jects ſbe had to deal with, and do not lay ſufficient fireſs 
on the loyalty of catholics ; for although her miniſtry were 
politic, they were not able to cope with the nation, if the 
nation did not yeild them ſeeurity. In fact, the electorsand 
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the reformation in their dominions as proſperouſſy as fhe 
did. The attempt ſhe made to introduce the ref a 
and her manner of carrying that deſign into execution, 
amount to demonſtration that the was well appriſed the 
catholic principle of loyalty would bear a great deal. If 
defire to know the true reaſon of the penal ſtatutes in 
2 reign, Cambden her hiſtorian informs us, that they wers 
1. The opinion of the queen's illegitimacy abroad; 2. jea- 
louſies had uf the queen of Scots, her nearneſs to the crown 
3: 'the bull of pope Pius the 5th; 4 her doubts of the 
ouſe of Guiſe in behalf of their niece; and 5 her quarrd 
with Spain. I cannot here avoid taking notice of the 
difficulty of erazing a general impreſſion when once it is 
fixed. The ſpirit of theſe her jealouſies continue to plague 
the catholics of England to this day, and to reſtrain them 
in their religious worſhip, although two centuries are paſſed 
ſince the cauſes ceaſed to exiſt 

Nothing is more evident, than that the ſame turn of 
thinking and temper which bereaved this queen of -decency 
and humanity ſo far, as to move her to invite Mary of 
Scotland into her protection, and then to imbrue her hands 
in that unfortunate queen's bload, produced the ſevere ſpi- 
rit of her laws againſt papiſts. Her weakneſſes were not 
pity, nor juſtice, no more than her father's: but as no one 
was ever more anxious about the good opinion - of others 
than ſhe, there were uncommon: pains taken to juſtify thoſe 
ſtern acts, by rendering the catholics odious, and in ap- 
pearance unworthy ofthe protection of laws; Oſborne, ſpeak- 
ing of her reign, acknowledges, ** That againſt the poor 
Catholics, nothing in relation to the generality remains upon 
due proof ſufficient to juſtify the ſeverity of laws, daily 
enacted and put in execution againſt them. hi/t. mem. 2. 
and page 17. 

There was alſo a powerful intereſt ſeperate from the 
queen's, that required the popular hatred againſt papiſts. 
The ground work in the human heart at every period of 
time is nearly the ſame, but circumſtances that - often paſs 
unnoticed give a pecuhar biaſs to the purſuits of men, and 
form the characters of different ages. During the latter 
part of king Henry's reign, and the few years king Ed- 
ward fat upon the throne, the church was the ſouth-ſea of 
fortune-hunters. The vile and Machiaval arts employed 
by Cromwell the king's inſtrument to undermine the reli- 
gious, and to lay hold on their poſſeſſions, a 
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ortunes acquired by private adventurers who joined in his 
views, had given a turn to the morals, the — and 
induſtry of the nation. A cunning wholly directed by 
avarice, and a pliant turn of mind to the court without 
any reſpect to conſcience or truth, were the accompliſh- 
ments in which the great were educated. All 5 
all virtue and honour, were loſt, and extingui in the 
kingdom. I could ſhew many effects of this debaſed ſpi- 
rit in the houſe of lords, in the laſt years of king Henry's 
reign, and thro' king Edward's, but I will ſingle out a re- 
markable inſtance in queen Elizabeth's days. 

That princeſs was defirous to have queen Mary of Scot- 
land executed, but ſhe was alſo deſirous to have that-deed 
extorted from her, and to lie in public at other peoples 
doors. This was underſtood in both houſes of parli- 
ament, in conſequence of which, each of them ſollicited 
the victim's death, particularly the lords, as a writer I hap- 
pened to read lately ſays, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by an 
addreſs againſt the queen of Scots, worded in a very ridi- 
culous cant, ſetting forth the judgment of God on Saul 
for ſparing the life of Agag, and of Ahab for Benhaded, 
This odd petition, much for fanatic tub-preachers than 
for cavaliers and men of honour, in which the ſcriptures 
were perverted to deſtroy an innocent woman, muſt give 
a ſtrange idea of the nobility of this time. | 2 

In her reign there were no more monaſtery lands, nor pi- 
ous foundations to be ſhared. The churches were ſtripped 
to their preſent decent ſimplicity, of their ſuperſtitious 
plate and ornaments; and the very livings that were tranſ- 
fered to. proteſtant clergymen, were by private compact 
divided between the new prelates and the courtiers, who, 
whilſt the church had a good manor or ſilver candleſtic to 
Joſe, had the reformation mightily at heart. Altho? the ſpoil 
was great, it was not endleſs. There were new mouths 
gaping, and the thirſt of ravage that was now grown into 
habit, had not matter in the church to allay it. But there 
were {till ſeveral catholic lords and gentlemen who bad con- 
ſiderable poſſeſſions. The fury of this ravening appetite ' 
that had been raiſed, was therefore turned into an obſti- 
nate endeavour to drive the catholics of property into re- 
bellion, or to find them guilty of it. And for this wor- 
thy end, no people upon earth had the talents of the queen's 
miniſtry. Letters were counterfeited as if written by the 
queen of Scots, and dropped in roman catholic er 
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while emiſſaries and ſpies were poſted every where to catch ' 
up diſcourſe, and miſrepreſent converſation, Informers 
were encouraged in improbable ſtories, and the minds of 
the populace were by a thouſand terrifying legends and 
rueful tales prepared to find the papiſts guilty of any thing 


laid to their charge. This treacherous miniſtry, while th 

effected their miſtreſs's deſigns and their own, were a dif- 
grace to mankind. ' The ſame ſpirit that diſtinguiſhed them 
at home, directed their policy abroad. They diſtreſſed the 
nations around with whom they were at peace, by fo- 
menting conſpiracies and inſurections, and encouraging 
by every dark and ſilent art, the rebellion of ſubjects 
againſt their lawful ſovereigns. All this may be called 
policy, but ſure I am that every honeſt man will call it 
diabolic policy. Never perhaps was there ſuch an oppoſi- 
tion as appeared through three ſucceflive reigns, between 
the loyalty of catholics' on the one hand, and the un- 
wearied machinations, plots, menaces, and injuries, of 
an avaricious abandoned ſet of men on the other, wha 
ſtruggled with infinite obſtinacy to drive the catholics in- 
to rebellion, or to find a colour for charging them. This 
ſpirit was ſtill fo freſh in king James the Iſt's reign, that 
the harpies of that time were greatly offended with the 
king, for defending his popiſh ſubjects from univerſal de- 
ru ion, for the gunpowder plot, againſt whom no proof 
or circumſtance of guilt -whatſoever lay. For as all who 
were found guilty upon the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, were pro- 
ceeded againſt capitally, it is evident that the party who 
preſſed to involve alt the papiſts in England in the puniſh- 
ment, meant to deny them the protection of the laws and 
common equity. This remarkable inſtance ſerves to prove, 
that the enemies of popery judge that papiſts are intitled 
to no juſtice. Rapin the hugonet writer of the Engliſh 
hiſtory, condemns king James for interpoſing in behalf of 
His innocent ſubjedds, and ſhewed the French nation what 
the catholics there had to expect, if the calviniſts arrived 
at the power they had in view in that kingdom. | 
It as in queen Elizabeth's reign, when the laſt ſparks 


of virtue and honour ſeemed extinguiſhed, and humble 


court was paid to the moſt depraved of mankind, that it 
became criminal and a mark of diſaffection, to do juſtice to 
the virtues or tenets of catholics in writing or converſa- 
tion; and that there was not a ſcarcity of corn or cat- 
tle, an houſe burned, or a ſecret murder committed in the 
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nation, that was not attributed to the papiſts; In ſhort it 
became the mode to charge them with every public cala- 
mity, whoſe origin lay concealed from the vulgar, and 
with every evil deſign that animoſity; could fuggeſt,. and 
to this mode, moſt of the Engliſh . hiſtorians religiouſly 
conform to this day. What I had occaſion to remark of 
this celebrated queen and her miniftry, may ftartle thoſe 
who. are not accuſtomed to diſtinguiſh the right and vir- 
tuous from the fortunate, The partial pictures drawn of 
herfelf and of her courtiers, which were deſigned and 
etched out by men who fat down in order to write an 
apology for certain actions, which th t ĩt neceſ- 
fary ſhould. wear a good and CO — 
tributed to the confuſed judgment men make of this reign, 
alla the writer of the Jord Chancellor Bacon's life, 
while he has thoſe party ideas in view, preſents you the 
fide of this queen's character to which her ſucceſs — 
owing ; but even there, he is cautiouſly ſuperficial, and 
does not enter * — ns; is fuggeſted 
to her the courſe ſhe ſteered, In the fame cautious man- 
ner, he attempts to place the characters of her miniſters 
out of the reach of reproach; but when the neceſſity of 
white-waſhing this- remarkable reign flips out of his mind, 
and in the courſe of his work he comes to give ſome ac- 
rount of the means employed to bring the gallant and ge- 
nerous carl of Eſſex to the block, — then freely diſcovers 
the dark and ſure arts of vengeance this miniſtry were re- 
markable for, againſt which unſuſpecting virtue and open- 
nefs of temper were no guard. — —-—-— 
eult in any other ſchool — to give the noble 
philoſopher whole life Mallet writ, the abandoned obſequi- 
ouſacis to vice, that appears through his character, at vari- 
ance With his ſenſe and judgment. It would better ſerve 
the deſign of the paneg 2 this famous queen, and of 
her courtiers, who wiſh to make them paſs for good, amia- 
ble, or benevelent chacacters, inſtead of dwelling on their 
refined policy, their arts of deception, and ſpreading to 
view the luftrc of their ſucceſs, to ſhew from fach, that 


they had ſome reluctance at committing-the moſt ſhocking 
crimes, that they ever ſcrupled to deceive of betray, ot re- 


lented to ſhed: blood, when Paw ate revenge, . 
tereſts required i. 
In the reign of ſucceeding kings, the bulk of the — 


* lords and gentlemen — into the eſtabliſhed reli- 


gion 
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ion and the power of popery was annihilated, accordingly, 
payne. and hatred of proteſtants would proportionably 
abate here, as in other kingdoms and ftates where popery 
was aboliſhed, if it had not happened about the latter end 
of queen Elizabeth's reign, and under James the firſt, that 
a ſet of diſſenters from the national church ſtarted up in- 
to immenſe power, who never loſt views of founding their 
religious tyranny on the ruins of the national church and 
conſtitution, without being able to accompliſh their deſi 
You know I mean the puritans, and the neighbouring 
ſets who occaſionally unite with them againſt the church 
of England. The only praQticable method they had, was 
to accuſe the eſtabliſhed church, of popery, and for this 
end, it was a neceſſary and fundamental principle to keep 
up the clamour againſt popery, and proufly bequeath it 15 
their children; and indeed this was their invariable plan of 
attacking all that reſiſted their yoke, When king James 
the firſt, before he came to the throne of England, at- 
tempted to abridge the power of the preſbyterians in Scot< 
land, they aſſured the nation in their public declarations, 
with vaſt confidence that he was declined to popery; and 
when queen Elizabeth repreſſed them in England, one 
Stubs a puritan lawyer, wrote the gaping guiph, in which 
he accuſed her to the people of an intention to introduce 
popery, with ſuch a viſible tendency of alienating her ſub» 
jects, that the lords of e archbi- 
ſhop Grindal about it; and to ſtop the peoples apprehen- 
Hons, ſeveral popifh eccleſiaſtics were tried, cor 
and hanged. Whatever the puritans ſaid of the papiſts, 
as the popiſh power was then no more in E „and the 
church of England was the real obſtacle in their way, and 
the true object of their clamour, it is curious to obſerye 
the exageration and laboured virulence with which they 
 imapeached it in that queen's reign, It maintains (faid 
% they) the merchandize of ſhameleſs Babylon. The go- 
„ vernment now uſed by archbiſhops and biſhops, is both 
« antichriſtian and deviliſh, Rome is come home to 
« our gates. Antichriſt reigneth amongſt us. The eſta- 
6. bliſhed government of the church is traiterous agai 


the majeſty of Jeſus Chriſt; it confirmeth the pope's ſu- 
% premacy; it is accurſed.” Bancroft, the Polibius of En- 
gland, whoſe quotation from their writings I have repeat 
ed, ſeen perfectly thro' their deſigns, and wrote his dan- 
gerous poſitions many years before the church and ſtate 
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were ruined by this obnoxious impeachment. In propor- 
tion as the puritans redoubled their efforts againſt the 
church, they always raiſed higher and higher, the clangor 
againſt popery; for very unfortunately for the papiſts of 
England, at the reformation, the church that was then 
eſtabliſhed, retained the order of biſhops, the croſs in bap- 
tiſm, ſome of the ornaments worn by popiſh eccleſiaſtics, 
and a few other exteriors that ſtrike the eye of the popu- 
Lace, and give a colour to the charge. While the deſtruc- 
tion of the church was in agitation in king Charles the 
firſt's time, the outcry againſt popery was the trumpet- 
march of every conventiclie, and has always been the moſt 
mfallible fign of the preſſing efforts of the puritans and the 
allied ſets againſt the national church, and againſt the 
government. The true friends of the church and conſti- 
tution always ſeen the fraudulent deſign, and detected it. 
* Popery was ſtill made the word of alarm (ſays biſhop 
« Sprat) to excite and exaſperate the populace; though it 
<< was manifeſt that the authors of all theſe clamours 
<« againſt popery, never intended its ſuppreſſion, but that 
dc their deſign was: by the popular dread of it, to ſhake 
«the crown, and undermine the church of England.“ It 
is very obſervable, in lecking over the hiſtory of England, 
that there was no warm outcry to proſecute the papiſts from 
queen Elizabeth's days down to the preſent time, that an 
attempt againſt the eſtabliſhed church or conſtitution did 
not immediately follow it. The ſucceſs of the fanatics 
when they pulled down both, under pretence of oppoſing 
popery, inſpired the infamous lord Shaftſbury to attempt 
the ſame game over again, in order once more, to ruin 
the church and government. And this accompliſhed maſter 
of political legerdemain, raiſed ſo many phantoms of po- 
piſh plots, maſſacres, and firing of cities, and made ſuch 
dreadful impreſſions on the good people of England, that 
they were on the point of iſſuing forth, and ſacrificing all 
the papiſts in the kingdom to their fears. Nothing can put 
the prejudice of his days in a clearer light, than the con- 
duct of the courts: of juſtice; from whoſe verdicts it is 
maniſeſt as I obſerved: before, that they judged, flat con- 
tradictions might be true againſt papiſts. Oates ſwore and 
. forſwore himſelf openly in the face of the courts, yet ſince 
the teſlimony ſerved to hang papiſts, it paſſed like demon- 
fixation with judges and juties. 3s 
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The puritan race in the Britiſh dominions are now gra- 


dually melting down into methodiſm, whoſe children, al- 
though at preſent in the wilderneſs, are heirs of the cove- 
nant, and of the promiſed land, with all the vigour of 
youthful enthuſiaſm, for as the real tendency of en- 
thuſiaſm in a ſet of Chriſtians who do not like the 
quakers wholly diſclaim the uſe of the ſword, muſt ap- 
pear in repeated acts; and the ſecret object of their 
tranſports be revealed by time, every one of thoſe paſ- 
ſionate ſects loſes its credit, and conſequently its power 
and confidence in old age. Hence it is neceſſary to fa- 
naticiſm, to put on a new appearance to recover its expi- 
ring force and fire. It is remarkable, that in proportion as 
power and numbers are going over to methodiſm, ſo are 
the puritan hopes, and the clamour againſt popery, which 
may one day he of uſe to eſtabliſh the kingdom of righ- 
teouſneſs. Here then is the reaſon why the odium againſt 
popery has not ſubſided in England, as in Holland and 
Germany. The popular hatred in England againſt pa- 
piſts, is connected with the competition between the ſec- 
taries and the church eſtabliſhed, and is perpetually re- 
newed like a dormant title, leſt it grow out of date, and 
a pretence be wanting to overthrow the national church, 
when their power and numbers ſhall ſuggect to the ſaints 
once more, that- they have found favour in the fight 'of 
the Lord to, execute their long-hoped-for plan, and to lay 
their yoke on the necks of princes, What I have ſaid 
accounts for the untamed ferocity of Scotch preſbyterians 
to papiſts. The calviniſt miniſters in Scotland are eſta- 
bliſhed by law, yet their acrimony and clamour againſt 
papiſts continue, becauſe of their conſtant oppoſition ta 
the epiſcopal church, and their fears of it, which make 
it neceſſary to keep up the animoſity of the crowd to 
popery, in order to play it off againſt the church of Eng- 
land, and bar out an enemy that ſtill appears formidable. 

I am aware that it will be objected to me, that I at- 
tempt to diſunite proteſtants, and the party whoſe ſpirit 
I have traced, will thence conclude, in the uſual puritan 
cant, that I ama papiſt. I own freely, that what I ſay muſt 
tend to diſunite proteſtants, and ſo it will, if I tell a man 
at church who is intent on the ſervice, that his next neigh- 
bour on the ſame ſeat. is picking his pocket; or inform 
an honeſt London merchant, who is juſt getting away 
out of Hounſlow, and entering upon the Heath, that he 
is in company of an * who a few. minutes be- 


fore 
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fore charged and primed his piſtols, The queſtion which 
is to determine the truth of what I fay, is not whether it 
tends to put the church eſtabliſhed on its guard againſt 
enthuſiaſts, which can be attended with no ill conſequences, 
but whether thoſe enthuſiaſts be actually undermining the 
foundation of the church eſtabliſhed amongſt the populace 
and induſtriouſly taking the moſt effectual fteps to "build on 
its ruins an odious ſyltern of prieftly tyranny : Whether 
the methodiſt miniſters be indefaticable to ſever the laity 
from their legal paſtors, and to bring the national clergy 
into diſrepute and contempt with their flocks : Whether 
they warmly charge them with popiſh ceremonies, and 
popiſh worſhip, and fet themſelves up to the nation as the 
champions agaiuft popery ? Whether, in ſhort, they are 
buſy putting the fame leading- firings on the 1 and 
training them exactly in the ſteps the Oliverian fanatics 
ft out with ? If this be literally the caſe, then it is an 
undoubted truth, that they are for years paſt at hard work, 
undermining the church of England and the conſtitution. 

As to the charge, that I am a papiſt, lam perfectly 
indifferent about it, while my words carry the plain, ſimple 
marks of truth, and I ſpeak in behalf of the human 
kind, againſt religious perſecution and tyranny. Theſe are 
the principles I fet out with, and they are principles I 
Thall religiouſly adhere to while I am able to ſpeak or hold 
a pen in my hand. However, I cannot but obſerve once 
more, that it made no inconſiderable article in the great 
ſcheme of the puritans, to ſingle out every man who op- 
poſed them, or who kept a ſtrict eye on their proceedings, 
as a papiſt, to the populace. They circulated this im- 
pudent lie ſo often from their pulpits of King Charles I. 
that at his execution he thought it neceſſary to call wit- 
neſſes that he lived and died a proteſtant. In my thoughts 
of the modern methodiſts I am far from being ſingular. 
« Whoever reads,” fays Dr. Warburton, in his doctrine 
of grace, the large accounts of the ſpiritual ſtates of the 

Tegicides, will be fully ſatisfied: they are both of the ſame 
ſtock, and are ready on a return of the like ſeaſon, to 
produce the ſame fruits. All the difference which di- 
ſtance of times and variety of cuſtoms have affected being 
only this, the methodiſt is now an apoſtolic indepen- 
dent, and the independent was — a mahometan me- 
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» Alhatice: antes Genlls of difuniting proteſtants, and 


has in view the ſectaries and church of England, he brings 
to mind ſome. idea of an union, and plainly inſimuates 
that a friendſhip ſometimes ſubſiſted between them. For 
my part, I have been often puzzled as others have been 
before me, to difcaver in what point this union conſiſts. 
The Socinians, who deny the ſupreme divinity of our 
monarchy-men, who iflued into the ſtreets in London to 
murder every man who did not join them to erect the 
kingdom of Chriſt. All have the aſſurance to call them- 
ſelves proteſtants, and pretend to have a ſtrict right to that 
badge of union. The Jews and Moors who were baniſh- 
ed from Spain, proteſted with great ſincerity againſt pope- 
* ſo would the antient druids our predeceſſors, and the 
Telapoins of India, if they were in the ſame ſituation. 
There is a cloſer tie, and a dearer name, common to the 
ſeftaries and the eſtabliſhed church, it is the name of 
chriſtians ; but as the papiſts are chriſtians, that is a ſuſ- 


ſpicious denomination, and it ſeems muſt no be 
acknowledged as the bond of union, or the pledge of 
charity. 


I have been equally aſtray about the time when this union 
ſubſiſted; it was not when the ſectaries with unparalled 
rancour perſecuted to death the firſt prelate of the eſtabliſhed 
church, unfortunate Laud, for defending it like a true paſ- 
tor, and were fatished with nothing leſs than his blood, 
although no law could be ſtrained to take away his life; 
it was not when they after treacherouſly ſet on the mob 
to bait its biſhops, and finally deftroyed it by force of 
arms ; it is not now in being in America or Scotland, where 
the puritan race will not tolerate epiſcopacy, becauſe to 
ſpeak in their own words, they will not ſuffer iniquity 
to be eſtabliſhed by law. Now, methinks it would be 
very proper, when the union of the ſectaries and the 
church eſtabliſhed is ſpoken of, that it ſhould be ſhewn 
when, or where, or how this union ever ſubſiſted as a 
band of love and concord, or at what period of time the 
ſectaries ceaſed to undefmine the church of England, or 
were willing to tolerate it, where they had power to-per- 
ſecute. | 
In the courſe of what I have ſaid, Mr. Preſident, I have 
traced the popular odium againſt catholics in theſe nations, 
from men who plundered ” churches, the benefices * 
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the convents, and who naturally ſought for pretences to ju- 
ſtify their rapine, ſrom an intereſted vicious miniſtry, and 
from a jealous arbitrary queen. The laws that oppreſs ca- 
tholics, were undoubtedly at their origin the growth of an 
age when Engliſh liberty durſt hardly breathe its honeſt 
wiſhes, and accordingly they diſcover at the firſt glance 
the legible marks of deſpotiſm, and a contempt for the 
rights of ſubjects. Both the odium and the oppreſhve laws 
are for ſome ages paſt ſupported and extended by the 
treacherous deſigns and machinations of a party, who 
have forever in view the deſtruction of the eſtabliſhed 
church and ſtate, and who hope for ſucceſs, from keeping 
up the popular enmity to papiſts, that they may have it 
ready at hand, to bring the church of England and its 
miniſters under the hatred and indignation of the crowd, 
when a convenient - ſeaſon offers to erect once more the 
ſtandard of the ſaints, and wage war with antichriſt. 


A 
SUPPLEMENT 
To Diſcourſe 2, 3, and 4, of the firſt part of 


tbe Free Examination. | 


N diſcourſe the ſecond, third, and fourth, it is contend- 
ed for by arguments that have. not been yet anſwered, 
that papiſts do not perſecute by a principle of their reli- 
gion, to what the gentlemen who made theſe diſcourſes 
faid, I have ſomething further to add, which I will: here 
lay before my reader. | 
When Auguſtin the monk converted England, Ethel- 
bert the firſt Chriſtian king, as Bede our countryman teſ- 
tihes, never perſecuted any pagan ſubject, but gave every 
one the freedom of his conſcience, Hift. Gent. Ang. p. 163. 
A reader can hardly avoid making a compariſon betwe-n 
the ſpirit of popery then, and of the infant reformation in 
| queen 
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queen Elizabeth's reign, when the popiſh prieſt was hang 
ed for his mode of worſhip, and the layman of his church 
for giving him entertainment and ſhelter. It is further to 
be obſerved, that Bede records the liberty of conſcience 
allowed by the firſt Engliſh. catholics, as the approved 
ſenſe of his church, in his own times, = 
If we come forward to the riſe of the reformation; we 
find the proteſtants of France for many years, I might 
ſay for ages, as the age of man may be accounted, in the 
full enjoyment of the priviledges of ſubjects, and liberty 
of worſhip. They had their public churches and were 
permitted equally with catholics to civil and military em- 
ployments. In a word,” ſays Dr. Heylen, “ they lived 
ſo ſecure and happy, that they wanted nothing to per- 
petuate their felicities to ſucceeding Ages; but moderation 
in themſelves, Gratitude to God, and good Affection to- 

wards their king.” Heyl. Hiſt. Preſb. I. 12, p. 430. 
The proteſtants of Bohemia, and diſciples of Huſs, being 
reduced by the government and their own diviſions, took re- 
fuge in Poland, after many a well-fought field againſt their 
ſovereign. Sigiſmund Auguſtus king of Poland received 
them kindly, and was the pattern of toleration. From his 
death, which happened in 1572, until the year 1733, they 
enjoyed all the privileges of ſubjects and citizens; that is 
for more than 160 years. When a king educated in the 
proteſtant religion was elected in Poland, then the ca- 
tholics, who formed the bulk of the kingdom, put condi- 
tions upon their ſovereign at the diet of confirmation, to 
reſtrain him from beſtowing benefices or employments on 
Lutherans, to whom they ſuppoſed he had ſtill a ſecret par- 
tiality. This king after was * with his reformed 
poliſh ſubjects, in his wars with Charles king of Sweden, 
and Staniſlaus, I ſhall not determine whether he had 
juſt reaſon of ſuſpecting their fidelity, or that they favour- 
ed the proteſtant king of Sweden, be that as it will, they 
found not the ſame indulgence after. All I deſire to ſhew 
is, that for about two centurics, the proteſtants of Po- 
land continued in the full enjoyment of every privilege of the 
republic civil and religious, -as Mr. Pye — in his 
fifth letter, p. 96. Let me produce another evidence of 
popiſh toleration in France and Poland, who from his 
knowledge, the time he lived, and his religion, is unexcep- 
tionable. It is Milton, who in his work of true religion, 
bereſy and ſchiſm, ſays, ** If the French and the Polo- 
D 3 nian 
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nian proteſtants enjoy amongſt” papiſts the liberty of ar- 
Suing, — their — aſſemblies, public wri- 
ting, and the freedom of printing, much more may a pro- 
teſtant expect it among proteſtants.“ p. 8. 

The reformed in the Auſtrian dominions at this day 
are in the ſettled peaceable poſſeſſion of the priviledges f 
ſubjects, and of the liberty of their religion. In the late 
Wars they demonſtrated their loyalty and fidelity to their 

ſovereign, and —_—— their ſovereign has taken them 
into the protection of ſubjects. The ſpirit of rebellion 
and of perſecution, as they ought to do always, ceaſed 


er. 
heſe are evidences invinceably ſtrong and clear, that 
popery is not an intolerant religion. The French and 
Poles 7 ——_— and in ſtrict communion with the fee of 
Rome, they tolerated proteſtants, ny — 
ledged the pope's ſpiritual primacy, and held firmly every 
neceſſary principle of popery, The Auſtrians, and other 
catholic powers of Germany who indulge their proteſtant 
Jubjects with liberty of conſcience at this day, are alſo pa- 
iſts, and hold every principle of popery. The ſtricteſt 
adherance to popery does not therefore require intoleration, 
and this is the concluſion a clear writer would have made in 
Mr. Pye's place, when he tel's us of the indulgence and 
Jong protection the proteſtants received in Poland, whofe 
government all that time acknowledged the pope's ſpiri- 
tual juriſdiction and ſupremacy. | 

Tf Mr. Pye does not allow of this inferencc, the choice 
he has left is, to prove that the French and Poles of the 
laſt centuries were not papiſts, and that the preſent Au- 
ſtrians have left the popiſh church. I am curious to fee 
how he will get himſelf out of this dilemma into which 
he was hurried in the eagerneſs of his paſſion againſt his 
countrymen the catholics of England, | 
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Into the probable means of engaging popiſh go 
vernmenti to tolerate their proteſtant Jubjetts. 


Challenge made by Mr. Pye, which has been often 
made before, ſeems to place the proſecution of 
papiſts in theſe nations to revenge, or to the laws of retal- 
liation, © If (ſays he) atefleftion, &c. ſhould induce the 
princes of the romancatholic church tothrow open a humane 
and well-regulated toleration to every ſect of chriſtians ; and 
to admit proteſtants in France and Spain, under no ſeve- 
rer reſtrictions than what the roman catholics lie under at 
preſent in England; then poſſibly might the firſt pro- 
teſtant ſovereign in Europe be diſpoſed to improve on 
this example, and to enlarge the bounds of cheiffian liberty 
in his kingdoms,” p. 101, 102. 
2 is but one effectual method to allay the perſecu- 
tions in France and Spain, and cat lies in the hands of 
— — themſelves. It is only to give the ſame ſecurity 
to government which the "an cs offer in England, to 
renounce cordially the principle of reſiſtance, o levying 
war againſt the ſtate, and of inviting foreign enemies into 
its bowels, to weaken and deſtroy it. If they do 3 and 
demean themſelves peaceably, may expect the ſame 
indulgence proteſtants enjoy in the Auſtrian dominions, 
and in ſeveral other popiſh territories in Germany, and 
be at leaſt perfectly ſecure that they have no more to fear 
From the principles of RI] in the one place than in the 
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other. I neither pretend to cenſure the ſpirit of reſiſtance 
and civil- war, nor do I defend the deſpotiſm of monarchs 
to which the calviniſts have ſhewn ſuch an averſion. I only 
aſſert, that whilſt power is the darling paſſion of man, 
and ſovereigns affect abſolute dominion, it is in vain for 
their active and inveterate enemies to expect countenance 
or protection from them. What hopes can the Hugonots 
entertain of being recalled to France, who in their me- 
moirs of the civil wars of that nation, ardently extol the 
noble ſpirit of their anceſtors, and defend their attempts 
againſt the government? The daily hiſtories publiſhed to 
vindicate the great rebellion, to juſtify the murder of a 
king, and to fan the natural paſſion of liberty here in this 
kingdom, and the enterpriſes of the diſſidents of Poland 
at the other extremity of Europe, are but bad ſymptoms 
to the court of France, that the ſpirit of reſiſtance and 
revolt are yet worn out among the reformed, L 
Nothing opens mens eyes more effectually to their preju- 
dices, than to make other peoples caſes their own. The 
diffidents had not by any treaty fo a right to a tolera- 
tion in Poland, as the catholics in England had here, when 
their oppreffions begun under queen Elizabeth. ' Engliſh 
papiſts were not refugees from Germany, who got ſhelter 
and an hoſpitable reception in this iſland. They were the 
poſſeſſors of authority, of legiſlation, and govenment. The 
laws did not allow them favours by courteſy, for theirs 
was the eftabliſhed and conſtitutional religion of the na- 
tion; and the queen at her acceſſion to the throne ſwore 
to maintain it. Her contract was not a ſuppoſed one, 
made originally with affociating ſavages, by a monarch 
whoſe memory is loſt, it was ſworn to by herſelf, when 

ſhe received the crown. | 
When the day of tribulation came on the Engliſh ca- 
tholics, the raviſhing of their churches and church livings 
from them was hardly mentioned amongſt the ſeverities 
they complained of. They would eſteem themſelves happy, 
if they were ſuffered to worſhip God unmoleſted in the 
fields under a tree, or in their own houſes. It was enact- 
ed high-treaſon for a popiſh prieſt to remain in the king- 
dom, which gave occaſion to an illuſive obſervation in 
Mr. Addiſon's travels, that thoſe who were honoured 
as martyrs in Italy, were called traitors in England ; and 
the popith laity were puniſhed by law, for being preſent 
| | | FR 
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at their own church ſervice. Then for the firſt time it 
was ſeen in the world, that men were proſecuted for a 


national worſhip that had been the eſtabliſhed religion of 


their native country for many centuries: becauſe in all 


ages and nations before, where the rulers were converted 
to a new religion, they had reſpect for the prejudices the 
crowd of men naturally entertain in favour of the reli- 
gion of their forefathers, that had a long and ſettled poſ- 
ſeſſion of their minds. 

The drift of what I have ſaid is to ſhew, in what un- 

ual balances are the actions of thoſe we love and hate 
weighed, In the reign of queen Elizabeth, 'or any ſub- 
ſequent reign, the Engliſh catholics did not by a public 
Confederation made under arms call in the French or Spa- 
niards ; their allegiance held them like chains of ſteel 
yet are they accounted. diſloyal and worthy of proſe- 
cution, by the very men who ſay that the conduct of the 
diſfidents is juſt and ne for their own defence. 
This vile partiality is what I want all along to detect, 
which is the indubitable evidence of a departure of all 
truth, honeſty and rectitude of heart. I muſt obſerve, 
that the wickedneſs is always in proportion to the real 
quantity of intentional evil, and that the kingdom of Eng- 
land, however it might be embarraſſed by an invaſion of 
the French and Spaniards, yet is not in ſuch danger of 
thraldom from either as Poland is from Ruſſia; and that 
to call the Ruſſians into Poland at this juncture, is to give 
the laſt unpitying ſtroke to the independance of that repub- 
lic, The recent behaviour of the diſſidents cannot fail to 
recal to every readers mind the invitations by which the 
Turks were led on to the ſiege of Vienna, and both the 
Germans and Engliſh into the bowels of France. I do 
not pretend to cenſure the conduct of the diſſidents of 
Poland, nor of the Hugonots. What I would have my 
reader obſerve, is, that whether their conduct be right or 


wrong, it naturally alarms ſtates, and more eſpecially de- 


ſpotic governments, and draws jealouſy and perſecution on 

proteſtants in France and Spain. | 
It is in vain for Mrs. Macauly, or the puritan party, 
to oppoſe to what I ſay the rights men have to liberty, and 
to the means of liberty; and to declaim with ſpirit againſt 
paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance. I allow to all they 
fay its full weight, what I inſiſt on is, that in che preſent 
caſe, it all preponderates againſt themſelves, unleſs by _ 
| o- 
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eloquence they perſuade deſpotic monarchs of the glory of 
waving their prerogatives, and ſetting the nations free. For 
whilſt governments affect abſolute power, and hate contents 
ſuch declamations of the puritan party, whether juſt or no, 
will only ſerve to rouſe and keep alive the jealouſies of mo- 
narchs, and to ſtir them up to take meaſures againſt thoſe 
republicans, as their radical enemies, whom no time, no 
uſage can conciliate to the intereſts of abſolute govern- 
ment. Now the love of abſolute authority, and the claims 
and ariſtocracies make to the „ 
of their ſubjects, are no more the offspring 

than the appetites of eating and ſleeping. — of es 
tained in the world before had a beginning, and 


The perſecution of proteſtants therefore evidently aroſe 
from the defire of uncontroulable power in governors and 
not from popery, nor can the popiſh church by any relax- 
ation acquire toleration for them. If the pope were to iſ- 
ſuc a brief to morrow in favour of the calviniſts, the Kings 
— France and Spain probably would pay little regard to 

it, until they were fully fatisfied of their non-xeſiſtance. It 
is a truth as fixed as the foundation of the earth, that while 
Human nature remains what it is, and governors are fond 
of uncontroulable power, calviniſts muſt either fall under 
the indignation and jealouſy of abſolute ſtates, or perſuade 
their rulers that they have embraced the principles of paſ- 
fve obedience and non-refiſtance. But then for men wil- 
_ fully te miſplace this averſion which abſolute ſovereigns 
ever had, and ever will have to the patrons of reſiſtance, 
and to attribute it to religious principle, in order to draw 
oppreſion on innocent men, is ſhocking malevolence and 
treachery. Now to ſpeak to Mr. Pye's propoſal, ſup- 
poſe no reflections of any kind capable of removing the 
of the kings of France and Spain, or of indu- 
ing them to tolerate proteſtants, why ſhould their obſti- 
mach, cruelty, or folly, be avenged on the catholics of 
England a Ireland, who are not in the fault? there are 
nations in the caſt where a man's relations are involved in 
the puniſhment of his erimes, but as there is no affinity in 
the preſent caſe, the injuſtice Mr. Pye pleads ſor, is not 
countenanced by the moſt ſavage and unjuſt laws upon 
earth. If my neighbour does wrong, and be a wicked 
man, does his example give me an authority to be guity 
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of the crime I condemn in him, and to hurt people whe 
have not offended me, | | | 
Let me once more ſpeak of the means of reſtoring uni- 
verſal toleration and mutual confidence to chriſtians, for 
it is worth all our attention. It is, that all parties ab 
jure heartlly the tenet of 'a right to re the civil govern» 
ment for the fake of religion. For it is evident to 
a reflecting man, that abettors of this tenet, muſt war for- 
ever on every government of a different religion, unleſs 
they diſguiſe their deſigns a while, and make an occaſtonal 
ceflation, and that they muſt be -perſecuted from time to 
time according as they make their efforts, until in the end 
be annihilated; or the government and its religion de- 
ſtroyed. This hoſtile principle which feems radical in 
all ſets of fanatics, except the quakers, they take in- 
finite pains to diſguiſe, until it has accompliſhed its'ends; 
and this is much the cauſe of the calumnies with which 
they always begin the attack on the governments they me- 
ditate to ſubdue. a 
I will finiſh this diſcourſe with ſome reſlections upon the 
foregoing tracts, and on the Freethinker's letters, which 
brought on the ſubject. If we ſhould ſuppoſe the popiſh 
religion able to defend itſelf by equal force of reaſoning, 
and equal evidence of ſcripture, with the reformation; 
and that its prieſts were equal to the reformed clergy, in 
language, eloquence and learning, yet we ſhall be obliged 
to admit, that it muſt inevitably be deſtroyed, although gra- 
dually, in Great Britain and Ireland; becauſe, where all 
other advantages are equal, the motives of this world muſt 
turn the balance in a courſe of time. The ambition of 
titles and honours, the views of being elected members of 
parliament, of getting commiſſions and places in the army, 
the navy, the law, the church, and revenue, will neceſſari- 


Jy have their influence; theſe motives cordially engage that 


part of the croud who follow fortune, and muſt. make in- 
roads on popery without ceaſing. But what ought to be 
the effect, when reaſon and the evidence of ſcripture, alo 
with the ſuperior eloquence and learning of the — 
-clergy, are united with the advantages of the world? I 
know it has been ſaid, by people who affect to ſay ſome. 
thing on this head, that popery hath alſg its temporal ad- 
vantages in theſe nations, that popiſh gentlemen and no- 
blemen make diſtributions of money amongſt the poor who 
frequent their maſs-houſes, But it is much to be youw- 
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ned, if popiſh noblemen and gentlemen are more charitable 
than proteſtants of the ſame rank, or more inclined to give 
their ſubſtance in common to thoſe of their own communi- 
on. And if they be, a difficulty little different from the 
laſt occurs, why popery ſhould have ſuch mighty influ- 
ence over the human mind, as to make men for religion- 
ſake give away from their families the goods of this world, 
for which their reformed neighbours have ſuch a paſfon. 
What latent power in popery, thus univerſally ſubdues the 
love of the world in the ſoul? 

If without reaſon, we ſuppoſe catholic noblemen and 
gentlemen, to be in ſo extroardinary a manner diſintereſted 
to this world, and devoted to religion, we muſt alſo con- 
cĩe ve that their donations can only bribe the poor; but then 
what bewitching perſuaſive ſhall we find, to preſerve the 
noblemen and gentlemen themſelves in the pale of pope- 
ry, who have none of the bribes of this world to expect 
From their religion,” but on the contrary, the loſs of their 
- ſubſtance, and who ſee on the fide of the reformation, ho- 
nours and titles for themſelves, and a proviſion for younger 
children from fo many different departments ? With re- 
gard to them, we find ourſelves in the difficulty I menti- 
oned. We are obli 2 to conclude, that through motives 
of intereſt they Gp gradually into the church eſta- 
bliſhed, even — that popery is able to ſupport itſelf 
with equal force of — equal teſtimony of ſcripture, 
and with the ſame eloquence and learning of its clergy. 
And then of courſe follows this. conſideration, that when 
the noblemen and gentlemen are become proteſtants, and 
no longer give the pretended donations to popiſh proſelites, 
then, as ſoon as that ſpring ceaſes, popery muſt paſs away 
equally amongſt the common people. Thus the difficulty 
ſtill remains in full force, and popery amongſt all degrees 
-of men muſt fall gradually, if oppoſed only with equal 
. force of reaſon and evidence of ſcripture, 
 »» This difficulty is however clearly and fully ſolved in the 

-Free-thinker's letters, and the diſcourſes that follow. That 
day proteſtants took reaſon and the goſpel for their guides, 
and founded their religious tenets on the natural right eve- 
ry man has to judge and believe for himſelf, if an evil de- 
mon were fuffergd to tempt them to wave their advantages, 
and to ſtrengthen popery to counter- act the mighty powers 
of the reformation, he could not ſeduce them to take any 
l ſo proper ſor that purpoſe, as to proſecute men for 
a pay- 
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paying to God in ſincerity of heart the worſhip they 


think moſt acceptable to him, and at the ſame time, to at- 
tack popery, and defend the religion of the goſpel, by no- 
torious falſehoods and ſlanders, which every catholic knew 
to. be ſo, and every proteſtant of penetration might eaſily 
detect. If human weakneſs, anger, or revenge, betrayed 


the firſt reformers to take up thoſe: illiberal methods of 
attack, yet there can be no excuſe for continuing them, 
after the firſt ferment cooled, and people returned to their, 
ſober ſenſes ; nor can thoſe methods ſerve any end, but 


a fixed determination to give every reflecting honeſt pro- 
teſtant, a violent ſuſpicion of the ſecret drift or ſpirit of 
the reformation, an ill opinion of its defenders, and ſome 
fayourable ſentiments of popery, which is thus treache- 
rouſly aſſaſſinated; becauſe, it is the known method of falſe- 
hood to defend itſelf by diſhoneſt means, and every man 
feels that truth is never more invincible or beautiful, 
than when it appears in ſimplicity. Will not a reflecting 
man, who ſees every age of the reformation, againſt prin- 
ciple, againſt chriſtianity, and the plaineſt dictates of ho- 


neſty, take up the ſame miſrepreſentations to oppoſe po- 


pery, / conclude, that neceſſity, and the nature of things, 
firſt and laſt, ſuggeſted this method to them; and that 
they quited the path of truth, becauſe truth did not an- 
ſwer their purpoſes? Does not a chriſtian feel in a moment, 
without the leaſt reflection, that it is as great an abſur- 
dity and contradiction, to defend the goſpel of chriſt by 
falſehood, as to expect the father of lies ſhould preach it? 
What hopes of credit can a party have, who proſecute 
men for their religious worſhip, in contempt. of their own 
er and who place their confidence in obloquy and 
ander? Will not a ſober thinking proteſtant ſee, that a 
miſtake in following convicted prevaricators is no longer 
innocent, or defenſible, ſince he has reaſon to ſuſpect their 
veracity ? Will he not conclude that he is obliged to exa- 
mine nicely his principles, and not to truſt his ſoul to the 
repreſentations of men who have not ſcrupled to depart 

from truth ? | 
The proſecution of men for their mode of worſhip in 
England, beſides the prejudice it raiſes againſt the proteſtant 
religion, and its undeniable duplicity, is attended by ano- 
ther effect, to which Engliſhmen ought to be very atten- 
tive. The genius of the Engliſh conſtitution is formed 
tor generous empire; but the laws againſt the pee 
* downs 
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Jawnright contradicxion to it. They were originally en- 
ated to complement an arbitrary court, accordingly, like 
the ſeeds of diforder and death, that lurk in the human 
body in its greateft yigor, theſe laws contain the principles 
of univerſal religious oppreſſion in the boſom of liberty. 
A ſociety united by the moſt furious kind of enthuſiaſm, 
that admits not of the pleadings of reaſon or compaſſion, 
thinks proper under the pretence of a reformation of man- 
ners, to proſecute papiſts. Let us ſuppoſe that this zea- 
Jous ſe, by the popularity and vehemence of its preachers, 
their claims to extraordinary ſanity, and the alluring 
hypocriſy, which invites every man to feel and miſtake 
his worft paſſions, for the influence of the divinity, 
draw in ſuch a majority of the croud, as to be able to 
wreſt the power out of the hands of the national church. 
Can it be ſuppoſed that they would not find it equally 
neceſſary for the reformation of manners to aboliſh the 
epiſcopal order, of which they ſtand not in need; to 
turn the national clergy out of their churches to make room 
for themſelves, to deny them toleration as the puritans did 
before, and to puniſh them for the marks and doctrines of 
antichriſt, which they already find fo clearly about them # 
T have before ſhewn, that any religion upon earth may be 
found criminal in the ſame manner that popery is, there- 
fore the proſecutions carried on againſt papiſts, give ſanc- 
tion to univerſal perſecution, and at the ſame time, habi- 
tuate the minds of the people, to the tyrannic and unpi- 
tying ſpirit of enthuſtaſm. _ 

As to the ſubtle cruelty that feeds the paſſion of proſe= 
cution, I mean the falſhoods and miſrepreſentations that 
from time to time are buzzed into the ear of the public, 
to keep up the hatred againſt papiſts, and to give a plauſi- 
ble colour for aggrieving and diſtreſſing them, I ſhall ſay 
little of it, becauſe God the father of mankind, of proteſtants 
and papiſts, has with his own hand, inſcribed the human 
heart with a law, and fixed a natural abhorrence there to 
malice and treachery, However, I cannot but take no- 
tice of an effect of this malignant ſpirit, which future lo- 
vers of ſcience will deplore and be aſhamed of, It is, that 
the ſyſtem of diſtorting the doctrines, and miſrepreſenting 
the actions of their fellow creatures, in order to do them 
miſchief, is not conſined to the clergy and fanatics, whoſe 
purpoſes alone it ſerves, The Hiſtorians, and writers of 
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genius, who appear candidates ia the liſts of fame, enter 
into the ungenerous plot. Truth is not the meaſure of 
the praiſes or diſpraiſes of the dead. The croud of pro- 
teſtant hiſtorians, think it neceſſary to the merit of their 
works, to ſay ſomething very bitter, and very ill natured 
of catholics. Philoſophers quit the ſciences, and the rap- 
turous hopes of knowledge, to ſtudy the various proſpects 
in which the actions of men can poſſibly be viewed, to 
find an odious light, in which to repreſent the papiſt. The 
plunderet or traitor are profanely embalmed by fame, and 
the virtuous and innocent, after ſuffering the wrongs of 
life, are a ſecond time wounded in their reputations, The 
few, the generous few, amongſt the writers who refuſe to 
make this human ſacrifice, are looked upon with a ſuſpict» 
cious eye. Collier the eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian, is conſidered 
as an enemy amongſt proteſtants, for bis integrity; and 
Burnet, after being convicted of whole volumes of conſei- 
ous falſhoods, is ſtil} applauded and quoted. If none but 
blockheads and enthuſiaſts had deſerted truth and rectitude 
of heart, it is what one might expect and forgive; but when 
men of real genius do ſo, who were formed by nature to 
take truth out of obſcurity, and to defend ſuffering inno- 
cence, then every faithful lover of virtue hangs down his 
head, and bluſhes at the proſtitution. 

Mr. Preſident, the tendency of the whole of what T 
have ſaid, is to place in a ſtrong clear light, the expedien- 
cy of oppoling popery, by ſimple truth and the goſpel; 
and to ſhew that falſhood and proſecution, are not the pro- 
per guardians of the proteſtant religion. Nothing is more 
certain, than that every man who really has an high idea 
of the reformation, mult think ſo; and that thoſe who deſpe- 
rately contend to preſerve the vulgar miſrepreſentations and 
ſlanders, for the good of the proteſtant cauſe, and think it 
undone if it loſes their affiſtance, give up that cauſe al- 
ready as loſt in their conſciences, and prove that they dare 
not truſt it to reaſon or truth; without conſidering the in- 
ference every one muſt make, if it cannot be defended by 
reaſon and truth, or if its only ſecurity reſt in deception 
and impoſition. My an iſts may ſtrain hard againſt 
their conſciences, to -preferve in credit the miſrepreſen- 
tations made of papiſts, and of their tenets; they may ſay 
a thouſand paſſionate things of the Freethinker, who expo- 
ſes the eluſinian myſtery; but whatever evaſion, whatever 
art or eloquence they may uſe, nothing will prove an _ 
F valent 
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vualent to ſimple truth: and every impartial looker-on will 
judge, that it is more honeſt to acknowledge directly the 
uſual falſhoods and miſrepreſentations, to condemn the 
treachery of attacking papiſts in that manner, to reject 
religious profecution agreeable to their principles, and to 
betake themſe ves to their natural arms for converſion, 
which are reaſon and the goſpel. WOT: 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


XI parting with my candid reader, I think myſelf 
A obliged to give him a caution that may be very neceſ- 
ſary to him, in forming a judgment upon the whole of the 
preſent controverſy, about the juſtice of allowing toleration 
to catholics ; it is, that if any anſwer appear to the Free- 
Examination, or any conſiderations on | the flate of the 
controverſy, that he reſt not ſatisfied with the preten- 
ſions of the title-page for an anſwer, or for a true ſtate of 
the queſtion, but that he look attentively into the body of 
the work, and fee if it conſiſt of any thing more, than the 
very objections anſwered here, picked up, and put once more 
in array, without taking the leaſt notice of the anſwers, 
It were to be wiſhed, the conduct of thoſe gentlemen who 
wrote againſt the firſt part expreſly, or againſt the ſubſtance 
of it, and who acknowledged to have read it, did not oblige 
me tocollect the principal points that require an anſwer, that 
a reader may not be impoſed upon, and that he may ſee plain- 
ly without much trouble, whether the controverſy be really 
ted, or the foregoing ſheets anſwered. What I am going to 

ſay will alſo be of uſe to a perſon who is willing to refute me. 
I. The Freethinker's letters that brought on the contro- 
verſy, have two points in view, the one to bring candid 
roteſtants, to ſee and explode the flanders that were de- 
ceitfully employed, to draw perſecution and calamities on 
papiſts. If papiſts be wicked and dangerous, let them be 
condemned for their wickedneſs, but it muſt be forever 
cruel and unjuſt to condemn them for that of which they 
are not guilty. In a fair and honeſt ſtate of the contro- 
verſy, it is plain the weight of the calumnies that oppreſs 
them, and prejudice their judges, ought to be taken off 
and that papifts ought to be openly acquitted of the 
charges of which they are innocent, yet the pretended 
conſiderers, inſtead of candidly giving up the flanders 
| ; in 
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in expreſs terms, as juſt men would undoubtedly do, have 
endeavoured by every evaſive and indirect method to keep 
them in credit. What thoſe ſlanders are, may be found 
through the Freethinker's letters, or they may be ſeen for 
the moſt part collected together in that ſigned Fair Pl 
and in the diſcourſe that follows it, to page 155. * 
- 2. A ſecond point the Freethinker had in view, was to 
bring the clamorous enemies of papiſts who ſpoke ſo loudly 
about the growth of popery, to conſider and account for 
that effe againſt ſuch mighty odds. as. it has to ſtruggle 
with, otherwiſe than by their own unchriſtian conduct, 
their perſecuting ſpirit, their frauds, and · the little reliance 
they had on truth or reaſon ; all of which naturally tend 
to give a reflecting man a violent ſuſpicion of their ho- 
— and to beget a favourable idea of popery. The Free- 
thinker infiſts, that even if any other cauſes could be pro- 
duced to account for the advance of popery, yet theſe he 
mentions muſt have their own proper effect, becauſe flan- 
der and perſecution for ever tend to diſguſt honeſt men, 
and the more colluſively the perſecution is carried on, the 
more it begets deteſtation and prejudice, The difference 
between the perſecution of the inquiſition, and the perſe- 
cution that is produced by calumny is, that the one is blunt 
plain meaning cruelty, that may originally be eaſily avoid 
ed, becauſe it avows its purpoſe, and gives you fuffcient 
warning: the other is treacherous cruelty, that tells you 
it does no miſchief, and never perſecutes, while it is charg- 
ing the mine, and putting the match to the train, that 1s 
to deſtroy you, | 

3. After the Freethinker's letters and a few others, ap- 
pear Publius's diſcourſes; he attempts to prove in diſcourle 
the firſt, that if it be neceſlary to proſecute thoſe ſects who 
themſelves perſecute, then it is neceſſary to proſecute almoſt 
all chritian ſects, and that if men who are always intolerants 
in fact where they have power, and avow it, ought to be pro- 
ſecuted, then the calviniſts and all puritan ſects ought to be 
proſecuted, and it is inequitable to ſingle out the papiſts 
alone to oppreſſion or intoleration. 

4. Publius, in diſcourſe the ſecond, attempts to prove, 
chat papiſts have no principle of perſecution in their church, 
and in diſcourſe the third and fourth, that the perſecuting 
and ſanguinary laws in popiſh countries againſt proteſtants 
are not owing to religious principle, but to the natural 
fears and jealouſies of Hi that operate alike in all 

| nations 
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nations, be their religion what it will; here are laid in open 
view, the proofs and arguments that the proſecutors of pope- 
ry are particularly under a neceſſity of refuting. One would 
imagine that a perſon who read the Free Examinations, 
vught'to anſwer them in a ſatisfactory manner, before he 
thought of renewing a charge that ſeems to be very ſolidly 
confuted in theſe diſcourſes. It is well known by all rea- 
* Joners, that diſputants who wilfully flip afide from an 
objection they perfectly know, muſt be ſuppoſed tacitly - 
to allow its truth; and that in controvery to aſſert a propo- 
fition, and yet to allow full force to an objection that 
deſtroys that propoſition, is perverſneſs and wilful obſtinacy. \ 
What propoſition is it, hower abſurd, that a perſon of ſkill 
is not able to prove triumphantly, provided he has the pri- 
vitege of overlooking all objections ? 
It is plain then, that a man who takes up his pen to 
anſwer the Free Examination, and is willing to ſatisfy the 
common fenſe the public have of honeſty and truth, muſt 
either candidly acknowledge the flanders and prevarications 
that have perſecuted papifts, or demonſtrate, that the in- 
Races of calumny and prevarication, complained of b 
the Freethinker, are mere invention, and never exifted. 
He contends for proſecuting papiſts, he ſhould ſhew that they 
are not alone fingled out of ſects guilty of perſecution, with ] 
particular enmity : and if he charges upon them an intolerant 
ſpirit, as the crime that renders them inſufferable, he ſhould 
ſhow why the calviniſts who always openly avow an intole- 
ant fpirit, and always perfecute where they have power, are 
nevertheleſs tolerated. And it is particularly incumbent on 
Him, to prove againſt the ſecond, third, and fourth diſ- 
courſe, and againſt the ſupplement in this fecond part, 
that papiſts have in their church a principle of perſecu- 
tion, and that the oppreſſive laws againſt proteſtants in 
Popiſh ſtates, are not owing to the natural univerſal fears 
and jealouſies of government, occafioned by the warlike 
ſpirit of the firſt reformers, and by their readineſs to take 
up arms againſt their ſovereigns. It is by replying to thoſe 
points only, that an anſwer can be made to the Free Exa- 
{ mination, becauſe theſe are the points he infiſts upon, for 
to pretend to ſpeak to a man's charge, in a title-page, and 
to take no ſort of notice of it after, is an inſult and abufe 
upon the underſtanding of Readers. I need not add, that a 
fair antagoniſt will not object to catholics at large, the doc- 
trines of a few private perſons, that have been * — 
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demned by aſſemblies of popiſh clergy, and by popiſh nations, 
without taking notice that they were ſo condemned. 

What is added in this ſecond part, further lays open 
the futility and diſhoneſty of the pretences under which 
catholics are aggrieved, An attempt is made in it to 
prove, that catholics are obliged by their princples to 
keep faith with heretics, that they are proſecuted and op- 
preſſed in theſe nations for their mere mode of worſhip, and 
that the popular odium was firſt raiſed, and is ſtill kept up 
againſt them for ſiniſter ends and purpoſes. The perſon 
who attacks this pamphlet, with a ſincere defire to come 
at the truth, which ought to be every man's object in con- 
troverſy, is deſired to allow expreſly all he thinks juſt and 
true, and not to pretend to anſwer the whole, whilſt he 
only conteſts a part. He is further requeſted, to make his 
quotations from the Free Examination in its own expreſs 
words, and neither to leave out any part of the ſentence 
eſſential to the meaning of the whole, or to miſconſtrue 
any ſentence out of the meaning it bears in the original 
arangement, I am ſorry the conduct of the writers againſt 
the Free Examination has made theſe cautions neceſſary. 

It is hoped that through the courſe of the foregoing tracts, 
the reader will diſcern the ſtrong paſſion for truth as well 
as for liberty of conſcience, that inſpire the writers. They 
deſpiſe and deteſt the eager ambition of victory, the defence 
of party prejudices, the evaſion and artifice of argument, 
that ſo often enter into controverſies of importance, in 
which the good of mankind are concerned; and they pro- 
miſe candidly for themſelves, that if through human error, 
of which they do not pretend to be free, they have fallen 
into any miſtakes or wrong reaſonings, they will expreſly 


rectify them, and yield to truth the moment it appears, , 


with the ſincereſt acknowledgments to the friendly hand 
that directs them, They are ſenſible however parties and 
ſets who have the misfortune to be divided by religion, 
ſpeak of ſeperate intereſts, vet that this is a fatal miſtake, 
and that it is no man's intereſt either to deceive or be de- 
ceived, They are conſcious the happineſs and virtue of 
man, without any exception are indiſſolubly connected 
with truth, and that he who is juſtly convinced of an error 
or wrong judgment, and who has diſcovered a prejudice 
in his own mind, has gained a vaſt advantage in the con- 
teſt, and is truly enriched by that diſcovery. 
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